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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 





INDIAN WAR IN FLORIDA. 


Documents accompanying the Message of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, transmitting informa- 
tion respecting the present state of the campaign 
in Florida, &c. March 12, 1838. 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Camp, BATTLE-GROUND, 
Locua Hartcaes, E. F., 
January 24, 1838. 
Srr: I have to teport, that of my command, con- 
sisting of ten companies of the 3d and 4th regiments 
of artillery, two men were killed, and some wound- 
ed, in the affair with the enemy to-day. 


HBAp QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SourH. 
Fort Jupiter, Feb. 11, 1838. 
Sir: [reported tothe Adjutant General, on the 9th 


‘instant, the operations of this division of the army 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Lieutenant Colonel Gates, who led the Ist battal- | . erat ! } 
ion into the hammock, reports in very favorable | "elation to the Seminoles, my views in regard to the 


terms of the conduct of all the officers with him ;|seneral principle may not be mistaken. 


south of this post to that date, and the arrangement 
which I had entered into with the chiefs Tuskeegee 
and Hallek Hago. The arrangement is, that they 
are to come in with their families and people, and 
are to await the decision of the President whether 
they shall remain in the country or not: I promised 
to recommend that they be permitted to remain, and 
that a portion of this territory be assigned to them as 
their residence. 

Before presenting my views on that subject, and 
redeeming my pledge to the Indians, it may be pro 
per for me to state my own position in regard to the 
question of emigration, so that in what I shall say in 


Believing, 


and I can bear testimony to the alacrity and courage | #3 I do, that the Indians cannot, under our constitu- 
with which Lieutenant Colonel Gates moved into| tion, have a separate political existence within an 
the hammock. My observation was, however, more | independent State of this Union, without the con- 
particularly directed to the movement of the 2d bat- | sent of the State, I believe that itis due to the States, 
talion, under the command of Brevet Major McClin- |!" which they are congregated in large bodies, to re+ 
tock ; and I can speak in the most favorable manner | Move them whenever they are pressed upon by the 
of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers of | white population, and their lands become necessary 


this battalion. 


Captain Washington, with his company, had charge | 


| to the agricultural wants of the community. And I 


hold that Congress, and not the Indians, are to deter- 


of the field artillery, and could not, of course, pene- | mine the proper time for their removal. We, in our 
trate the hammock; but the howitzers and Con-| F ederal capacity, owe the Indians protection ; not 
greve rockets were used doubtless with good effect. | that protection secured to our own citizens by the 

Lieutenant Pickell, my adjutant, rendered me| equal operaticn of our laws, for that, in their condi« 


every assistance with great promptness and courage. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gates, in his report to me, in- 
cidentally mentions that Captain Tompkins, of the 
2d dragoons, who was immediately on his right 
when in the hammock, behaved with much gallan- 
try. He also particularly refers to the gallant con- 
duct of Lieut. Ridgely, acting adjutant of the 3d ar- 
tillery. Lieutenants Davidson and Anderson, of the 
3d artillery, in their exertions to overtake the re- 
treating enemy, advanced several miles beyond the 
hammock, in the pursuit. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
JAMES BANKHEAD, 
Lieut. Col. 4th Artillery. 
To Brig. Gen. Eustis, 
commanding 2d Division, Army of the South. 
Locua HatcHues, Jan, 25, 1838. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that, agreeably to 
your order yesterday, ‘‘ to move forward and attack 
the enemy,” I succeeded in gaining their rear, and 
on their left flank, with a portion of the dragoons 
under my command, and attacked them, and in about 
10 or 15 minutes dispersed them. 

The enemy was evidently surprised at our ap- 
pearance, and not knowing my force, fled immedi- 
ately. J saw more than sixty warriors. In conse- 
quence of the great difficulty of getting through the 
hammock, and swimming the creek, but fifteen of 
my command, including Lieutenants May and Craig, 
succeeded in coming up to the enemy, and the 
most of their ammunition having been destroyed in 
crossing the creek, and being very much exhausted, 
I contented myself with having dispersed the enemy. 

Sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM 8S. HARNEY, 
Lieut. Col. 2d Dragoons, commanding. 
Col. D. E. Twices, 
2d Dragoons, commanding. 


tion, would be merely nominal protection; but we 
owe them, im their individual and collective capaci- 
ty, that protection which the parent owes to the 
child, or the guardian to the ward; and to secure 
them that protection, we must place them beyond 
the operation of State laws. With the fullest con- 
viction, therefore, not only of the policy, but of the 
justice and humanity of the measure, I am in favor 
of their entire emigration; and I have supported 
that policy under four successive administrations, 
But | believe we should not apply the principle un- 
til the white population are in contact with, or in- 
termingled among them. The state of things at 
which | consider their removal imperative, actually 
existed ‘vhen the tribes inhabiting Ohio, Indiana, II- 
linois, Missouri, Mississippi, and South Alabama, 
were sent to the West: that state of things actually 
exists in relation to the Cherokees in Tennessee, 
North Alabama, and Georgia; and regardless of the 
opposition made to the measure, they should be at 
once removed. 

In regard to the Seminoles, we have committed 
the error of attempting to remove them when their 
lands were not required for agricultural purposes ; 
when they were not in the way of the white inha- 
bitants; and when the greater portion of their coun- 
try was an unexplored wilderness, of the interior of 
which we were as ignorant as of the interior of Chi- 
na. We exhibit, in our present contest, the first in- 
stance, perhaps, since the commencement of authen- 
tic history, of a nation employing an army to ex- 
plore a country, (for we can do little more than ex- 
plore it,) or attempting to remove a band of savages 
from one unexplored wilderness to another. 

As a soldier, it is my duty, I am aware, not to 
comment upon the policy of the Government, but to 
carry it out in accordance with my instructions. I 
have endeavored faithfully to do so; but the prospect 
of terminating the war in any reasonable time is any 
thing but flattering. My decided opinion is, that 





unless immediate emigration be abandoned, the war 
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will continue for years to come, and at constantly 
accumulating expense. Is it not then well worthy the, 
serious consideration of an enlightened Government, | 
whether, even if the wilderness we are traversing | 
could be inhabited by the white man, (which is not 
the fact,) the object we are contending for would 
be worth the cost? [ certainly do not think it would ; 
indeed, I do not consider the country south of Chic- 
kasa Hatchee worth the medicines we shall expend 
in driving the Indians from it. 

{f 1 were permitted, and it is with great diffidence 
1 venture to make the suggestion, I would allow 
them to remain, and would assign them the country 
west of the Kissimmee, Okee Chobee, and Panai 
Okee, and east of Pease creek, south, to the extreme 
of Florida. That would satisfy them; and they 


} 
' 


to recur to the principles and motives which induced 
the Government to determine their removal to the 
west. The acts of the Executive and the laws of 
Congress evince a determination to carry out the 
measure, and it is to be regarded as the settled policy 
of the country. In pursuance of this policy, the 
treaty of Payne’s Landing was made with the Semi- 
noles, and the character of the officer employed on 
the part of the Government is a guarantee of the per- 
fectly fair manner in which that negotiation was 
conducted and concluded. Whether the Govern- 
ment ought not to have waited until the Seminoles 
were pressed upon by the w'ite population, and their 
lands become necessary to the agricultural wants of 
the community, is not a question for the Executive 
now to consider. The treaty has been ratified, and 


might hold it on the express condition that they is the law of the land, and the constitutional duty of 


should forfeit their right to it, if they should either 
commit depredations upon the white inhabitants, or 
pass the houndaries assigned to them without the 
written permission of the military conmmander or 
agent. 

By placing an agency ond authorizing trading- 
houses on Charlotte’s harbor, they could be soon 
concentrated ; and stationing a competent military 
force there and at Tampa Bay, they might be readi- 
ly controlled, and, if necessary, removed from the 
country, should they become troublesome, or fail to 
fulfil theirengagements. I respectfully recommend 
the measure to your consideration and that of the 
President, as the only means of terminating, imme- 
diately, a most disastrous war, and leaving the troops 
disposable for other service. I desire a decision as 
soon as your convenience will permit, as, by the 
middle of April, at farthest, the troops must be with- 
drawn from all the posts in the interior, to preserve 
their lives. 
F as Should it be'determined to remove the Indians by 

force, and to continue the war until they submit un- 
conditionally, I desire that the communication be 
confidential, and that the matter be considered con- 
fidential at Washington, in order that | may have 
information of it before it can be communicated by 
letter-writers to others; for there can be but little 
doubt of their flying to the swamps again, and re- 
newing the war, should the decision be to remove 
them. 


If it be determined that the Indians now in Flori- | 


da remain, it would be better that those who are at 
New Orleans and Charleston, with the exception of 
one or two of the chiefs, be sent to the west; their 
force would thus be divided and weakened, and ma- 
ny of the relations of those sent west might soon be 
induced to follow. 

This communication will be delivered to you by 
my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Linnard, a highly valua- 
ble officer, whom I earnestly recommend to your fa- 
vorable consideration and attention. 

I have the honor to be, 
Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, 
Major General commanding. 
The Hon. J. R. Potnserrt, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Maj. | 


Gen. Jesup, dated 
DEPARTMENT or War, 
March 1, 1838. 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the lith of February, 
which was delivered to me by your aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant Linnard. The subject is one of deep in- 
terest, and I have given to it the most diligent and 
respectful consideration. 

In the present stage of our relations with the In- 
dians residing within the States and territories east of 
the Mississippi, including the Seminoles, it is useless 


‘the President requires that he should cause it to be 
executed. I cannot, therefore, authorize any ar- 
rangement with the Seminoles, by which they will 
be permitted to remain, or assign them any portion 
jof the Territory of Florida as their future residence. 

The Department inculged the hope that, with the 
extensive means placed at your disposal, the war, 
by a vigorous effort, might be brought to a close this 
campaign. If, however, you are of opinion that, 
from the nature of the country, and the character of 
the enemy, such a result is impracticable, and that 
it is advisable to make a temporary arrangement 
with the Seminoles, by which the safety of the set- 
tlements and the posts will be secured throughout 
the summer, you are at liberty to doso. In that 
event, you will establish posts at Tampa, and on the 
Eastern Shore, and wherever else they are, in your 
opinion, necessary to preserve the peace of the coun- 
try; and [ would suggest the propriety of leaving 
| Colonel Zachariah Taylor, of the First Infantry, in 
command of them. In moving north with your 
forces, you may make similar arrangements with the 
other bands. 1 deem it, however, of great import- 
‘ance that every exertion should be made to chastise 
the marauding Indians who have committed depre- 
_dations upon the inhabitants of the people of Middle 
Florida. 1 beg you will address yourself to Colonel 
James Gadsden for information on this subject, and 
you may, if you think proper, yield to his sugges- 
| tion of leaving a battalion for the protection of the 
| people of that neighborhood, It is hoped, however, 
that you will be able to put it out of the power of 
these Indians to do any further mischief. They 
“ought to be captured or destroyed. As soon as, in 
/your opinion, it can be done with safety, you will 
reduce your force of mounted men from Georgia, 
Alabama, and Tennessee. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 


Maj. Gen. Tuos. S. Jesup, 
Commanding Army of the South, 
Fort Jupiter, Florida. 
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MISCELLANY. 





From the National Intelligencer. 
THE ARMY. 


Messrs. Eprrors: The military bill now pending 
in the House of Representatives provides for the in- 
crease of officers of the staff and staff corps; for the 
increase of the rank and file in the regiments of artil- 
lery and infantry ; for additional compensation to offi- 
cers of all grades, except that of general, by giving 
one ration (20 cents per diem) for every five years’ 
service ; and for increase of pay to the officers of en- 
gineers, topographical engineers, the quartermaster’s 
department, medical department, subsistence depart- 
ment, paymasters and ordnance. 

Judging from the provisions of the bill, we can ar- 
rive atonly one conclusion, that it is a bill conferring 
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benefits on the staff and staff corps, and none what- 
ever on the regiments of the line and of artillery. 
The additional ration, being common to every officer 
in service, need not be considered in the coinparison. 
Neither can it be justly complained of that, whilst the 
officers of the several corps enumerated above have 
been increased in number atid rank, so as to afford 
liberal promotion to those corps, none whatever has 
been provided for in the artillery and infantry ; for it 
is taken for granted that the measure and kind of in- 
crease proposed are what the wants of the country re- 
quire, and that those alone governed in settling the 
principles of the bill. But itis a matter of just com 
plaint that the staff and staff corps officers should be 
placed on a superior footing, as regards pay, to the 
officers of artillery and infantry, thereby creating a 
distinction that does not now exist, except in the case 
of the dragcons, who have always been allowed high- 
er pay than any other corps, in consequence of the 
additional expense to which they are subject in pro- 
viding horses and equipments. 


An increase of pay to officers of every grade in 
every branch of the military establishment is de- 
manded by a sense of justice, and has often been re- 
commended by those in authority, who are pre- 
sumed te know the wants of the army og this score. 
These wants have been partially acknowledged by 
the passage of the military bill in the Senate, and 
in the bill now pending in the House. Now, it 
is asked, on what ground is this partial provi- 
sion for the increase of pay maintained? Has it 
resulted from the officers of the line having no repre- 
sentative influence in Washington, that their claims, 
in common with other officers, have not been pro- 
perly considered? ‘The answer is in the affirmative, 
for the idea is not entertained, for a momeat, that neg- 
lect or injustice would be the deliberate intention of 
anv cominittee of Congress having the matter belore 
them. If we look further for reasons for the distine- 
tion made, we must suppose that the officers of the 
corps provided with an increase of pay have had addi- 
tional duties imposed on them, or that the officers cut 
off from the provision have had their duties lessened. 
Now this supposition is not borne ont by the fact, for 
the duties of all the corps remain precisely as they did 
before the introduction of the bill. 


Neither can it be urged that, if a distinction of pay 
has not heretofore existed, it ought now to be made. 
The interests of the army demand that no distinction 
should exist ; and its creation at this time would be 
attended with danger, tending to dissolve those kindly 
feelings which so happily subsist between officers of 
different corps, and producing those of jealousy and 
distrust. Noargument can be heid on the score of 
superior responsibility of one corps over another. 
The regulations require a strict discharge of every 
specific duty promptly and faithfully ; no high-mind- 
ed officer will be wanting on this score, and when the 
duty is followed up not only in the letter but the spirit, 
it will be found that that appertaining to an officer of 
artillery or infantry is as important in itself to the 
interests of the country as that of any officer of en- 
gineers, of ordnance, or any other branch of the ser- 
vice. 


The officers of the United States army may chal- 
lenge comparison with those of any army in the world. 
It is their boast that, in the defence of the rights, 
honor and institutions of their country, they are tou- 
jours prét. May we not hope, then, that where all are 
worthy, no invidious distinction will be made; and 
that the war-worn officer of the line shall find that, 
whilst he has been sacrificing health and risking life 
in the service of his country, those having authority 
have not been unmindful of his interests. 

WM. H. CHASE. 
Captain of Engineers. 
WasninctTon, March 3, 1838. 





ae 





ey 
From the Norfolk Herald. 
THE NAVY. 


The following memorial, which is now before Con- 
gress, merits the special attention of that body, and we 
have a right to expect that it will be granted ; for it 
asks nothing which it does not clearly and conclusively 
show to be just, and calculated to promote the efficiency 
of the navy, which is one of the most prominent dutics of 
those who are appointed to watch over the public welfare; 
Nota man in the country, capable of feeling and judging 
rationally, will object to a proposition, the reason an 
justice of which are so clearly . stablished, and we cané 
not do so great injustice to Congress as to doubt that it 
will grant the prayer of the memorialists. 

To Tue Presipent or THE Unitep STATES AND THE 
Senatre.—The memorial of the undersigned, Lieuten- 
ants of the Navy, respectfully showeth : 





That, impressed with the liberality and consideration 
of the President of the United States, and of Congress, 
in all that concerns the welfare and advancement of 
those who are employed in the public service, and feel- 
ing assured that when a just claim of any public ser- 
vant is respectfully and properly s¢t forth and submit- 
ted, it will be promptly responded to; the undersigned 
therefore respeetfully pray : That the expediency and 
justice of awarding promoticn to those Licutenants who 
entered the navy as Midshipmen, previous to, and during 
the last war with Great Britain, and who have, but with 
little intermission, from that period to the present, con- 
stantly been employed: either at home, or on foreign 
stations, in ships of war. may be taken into view; and 
that the President of the United States and Congress will 
so far take into consideration the subject of our memorial, 
as to bestow that attention to it, which we have nevet 
failed to receive, when presenting ourselves as a body be- 
fore the Government. 

The unfortunate position in which those officers have 
ever remained, who entered the service during or just 
previous to the war, must be apparent, by an examina- 
tion of the Navy Register; where it will be seen that 
there are now Licutcnants far from the head of the lists 
who served as fellow Midshipmen with individuals who 
are long sinee Captains and even have commmanded a 
squadron. They were promoted rapidly through the 
several gradations of rank, and it has often happened that 
some of us have been under their orders as Lieutenants 
during their service in each of these gradations, and still 
have to labor on, in the same subordinate situation, 
where it is likely we must remain, unless we can obtain 
the countenance and support of those to whom we appeal, 

*Tis true, when we entered the service, there were 
no stipulations as to the time when we should be placed 
in command ; nor was it to be expected that a youn 
man, impressed with a sense of duty to his country, me | 
burning with zeal to put forth his hand in her defence 
against the most invulnerable point of an all-powerful 
encmy, at a time when his services were most needed, 
should stop to calculate upon the chanees of reward ; he 
left it to his country. At that time, however, be could 
not but hope that he would attain the highest rank, in 
as short a period at least, as those he saw around him in 
that position. But many years have rolled away, the 
heavy debt incurred by the late war, the name of which 
seems to him but the Irgend of other ages, has Jong since 
been paid, yet his condition has been but in a small 
degree bettered. 

Turning his view in another direction, he meets and 
is associated in the same rank with those who were not 
born when he entered the service. 

He asks to be relieved of the arduous datics ahd ex- 
posure which fall with unequalled force upon the Lieu- 
tenant, and to be placed in a situation to exercise those 
faculties of the mind necessary in a commander, before 
his mental energies are exhausted, or become a type of 
his physical constitution, impaired by hard service, or 
the diseases of the various climates to which he has been 
exposed ; or before old age shall intervene to work a 
similar effect. 

Many of us who now apply for relief are past the me- 
ridian of life ; yet we entered the service in the vigor of 
youth, and our country had the use of our best days; and 
it is a source of no little mortification to us, when abroad, 
that in meeting with the ships of foreign powers we often 
find them commanded by men who are younger than the 
junior lieutenant of our own. 

In conclusion, whatever may be done, or left undone 
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for us, we are not without a hope, that the same spirit 
which at first impelled us, may still remain by us, and en- 
able us,in spite of the despondency which usually accom- 
panies a frequently disappointed hope, and the weari- 
ness of perfortaing year after year the same subordinate 
duties, to enjoy, when overtaken by age and decrepitude, 
the consciousness of having performed our duty with zeal 
and fidelity. 
All which is most respectfully submitted. 
Norrotk, Va., Dec. 28, 1837. 





From the Erie, Pa., Gazette. 
WANTS OF THE NAVY. 

Peace to us, as a nation, is at this moment held 
but by afeeble tenure. The certainty or uncertain- 
ty of its continuance, may be controlled by the acts 
of a small portion of our citizens, whose hearts are 
beating in responsive sympathy to the reputed suffer- 
ings of a people under the dominion of England. 
The misguided sympathy of either party may, in the 
excitement of their feelings, cause the commission 
of some depredation, that would inevitably plunge 
us into a war with the most powerful maritime na- 
tion in existence. In such a contingency, to what 
source can we reasonably look for that protection, 
(and the means of carrying on such a war,) as is 
requisite to prevent our own coasts from being de- 
luged in blood, or the accusto:ned employments of 
our citizens free from the harrassing interruptions 
incident to such a state? That source must be our 
navy; is that navy prepared to meet and overthrow 
the boasting fleets of Britain? Has it the elasticity 
of resource which is only acquired by preparation 
and real power? Sanguine as I am in its resources, 
I fear it is not. Short has been the period ef time 
since our navy sprang into existence. Jike an in- 
fant Hercules, it has already given evidence of its 
ability, as circumstances have caused the develop- 
ment of its powers. 

Sufficient care has not, however, been taken to 
sustain or augment its force, by providing resources 
at the different navy yards, for the complete and im- 
mediate construction (if required) of new ships of 
war. Dry docks enough have not been constructed 
to insure that expedition and safety of equipment, 
which are necessary to our naval supremacy. We 
have not enough of naval stations; the present sta- 
tions are not supplied with material, alike suited to 
the repairs of the line of battle ship, the frigate, or 
the sloop of war. Our exigences may require them 
all at one depot. In many instances our ships have 
been compelled to be removed in a half finished 
state coastwise, at great expense and risk, to some 
other depot, to get the finishing stroke of the work- 
men. 

In peace, this bungling course can be borne, but 
in war, it would be fraught with ruin. The system 
evinces a great want of method, and a seeming dis- 
regard of the dearest interests of the country, which 
are highly reprehensible. 

Philadelphia, by her safety and unbounded re- 
sources by nature’ fitted, is calculated for one of the 
greatest naval depots in the world: possessing abun- 
dance of water; the most able shipwrights and me- 
chanics of all classes, that any country can produce ; 
with New Jersey hard by to furnish the yellow pine 
and copper; her own State teeming with her vast 
amount of ship timber, iron, flax, hemp, coal, and 
agricultural productions; connected with the inte- 
rior by mighty rivers, and through the medium of her 
own canals and railroads, with the great inland seas 
of the west, commanding, through them, the re- 
sources of the most wealthy portions of the Union; 
possessed of the most valuable material, both for the 
support and construction of shipping—her commerce 
furnishing a body of seamen, recognized every where 
by their intelligence. How these advantages have 
been neglected! A miserable policy has left her 


destitute of the most essential arm for the prosperity 
of the station—a Government dry dock. A city, that 











has such great claims to public utility, should not 
be permitted to dwindle into a second-rate station. 
The obligations that Government are under to sti- 
mulate industry and enterprise, should call the atten- 
tion of the Navy Commissioners to her, as the most 
proper place for the greatest building naval station in 
the country. Philadelphia is not alone. New York 
and Portsmouth, N.H., are both destitute of dry 
docks, and each possessing advantages which would 
be manifest injustice for the Government to over- 
look; for, their near proximity to the open sea 
will, of necessity, render them the resort of our 
cruising ships, when wanting supplies or repairs. 
Our great and growing trade in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the West Indies, in which the south and south- 
western States are s» deeply interested, should rouse 
them up to the necessity of having our squadron in 
that quarter increased, and to have Charleston, S.C., 
made a naval station ; her claims are great, the wants 
and safety of our marine are still greater. The 
English and French, with their accustomed energy, 
are Strengthening their West India possessions, by 
establishing a naval station there. In case of war 
with either, we have only the station at Pensacola 
for the accummodation of our southern fleet. Pensa- 
cola and Charleston should both be bountifully sup- 
plied with material and warlike stores necessary for 
the support and prompt equipment of ships of war 
employed in that quarter. 

Congress should, during the present session, ap- 
propriate funds for the more rapid increase of the 
navy, by the speedy collection, at the different navy 
yards, of timber, iron, copper, and such other mate- 
rials as are requisite for that purpuse; they should 
authorize the construction of a number of steam bat- 
teries, for the protection of our harbors and coast ; 
increase the list of frigates and sloops of war, and 
put a greater number of them in commission; they 
should erect dry docks at the most prominent sta- 
tions, particularly at Philadelphia and New York, 
for without them, the repairs of our neavy ships 
are carried on at a great sacrifice of time and money. 

The “ navy is the right arm of our national de- 
fence ;” and, as such, we owe it our. fostering care ; 
not as a matter of pride, but as an act of safety to the 
American people and their institutions. Our future 
struggles for the maintenance of our rights will be 
vpoa the mighty deep. Gratitude, interest, duty, 
all urge the propriety of increasing our marine, so 
that it may be adequate to the protection of our 
great commercial interests in peace, and sufficient 
in war to repel aggression, maintain our rights, and 
enable our gallant tars to bear Freedom’s flag upon 
the distant ocean’s wave. 





From the Coxsackie, N. Y., Standard. 
BURIAL OF LIEUT. SPOOR. 
** Hark! the muffleddrum sounds the last march of the 
brave, 

The soldier retreats to his last quarters—the grave.” 

The remains of Lieutenant CoHartes Henry Ep- 
WARD Spoor, of the United States Army, who fell a 
victim to disease, the seeds of which were sown in 
the feverish swamps of the Floridas, while on his way 
to co-operate with General Scorr, in the defence of 
our northern frontier, at Lockport, Niagara county, 
that were exhumed from their temporary interment at 
that place, were deposited, with military honors, by 
the side of his soldier-father, Captain John D. Spoor, 
in the family burying ground, on Friday the 16th ult. 
Notwithstanding the weather was extremely unfavor- 
able, never was there known so great a multitude of 
people collected together in our village before. At 
the time and place appointed, the procession formed, 
and moved in the following order to theFirst Reform- 
ed Dutch Church: 

Marshal. 
Officers of rank. 
Committee of Arrangement. 
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Physicians, 
Clergy. 
Music. 
Military. 
Colors. 
Mourners. 
Citizens and strangers. 
The number assembled at the church, and those 
who were obliged to return without being able to 
rocure seats or evena place to stand within the 
building, (the inclemency of the weather rendering 
it impossible for any to remain outside,) were estima- 
ted at three thousand souls. The services of the 
church were in the highest degree interesting. Mr. 
J. E. Bogardus and his choir performed several pieces 
of music admirably adapted to the occasion, in a 
sweet, harmonious and impressive manaer. The 
Throne of Grace was solemnly and very appropriately 
addressed by the Rev. J. W. Green, and a most elo- 
quent and soul-stirring eulogium was pronounced by 
the Rev. Jeremiah Searle. The procession then 
moved in the same order in which it marched to 
church, in conveyances, to the home of his birth, a 
distance of three miles, when it again took up the 
line of march, and moved to the grave, a few rods 
distant from the homestead, under appropriate martial 
music, and through a most bitter and tedious snow 
storm, where the coffin was deposited in the recepta- 
cle prepared for it, and over it three rounds of mus- 
ketry were discharged by Capt. Rose’s company ol 
light infantry. 





Bearers. 
Bearers, 





From the New York American. 
THE DEATH OF DOCTOR LEITNER, 

A GERMAN NATURALIS£ KILLED IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. Editor: It was with deep pain we noticed the 
account of the death of the above named gentleman, 
who was killed near Jupiter Inlet, Florida, on the 15th 
ult., in the action under the command of Lieut. Pow- 
ell, of the navy. He was an eminentand indefatiga- 
ble young naturalist, a Gerinan by birth, having been 
in this country about seven years. His place of resi- 
dence has in general been at Charleston, but for the 
last four or five years he had made it his business to 
explore the southern portions of Florida, especially 
the interesting chain of Keys extending from Cape 
Florida to the Tortugas. 

Very modest in his pretensions, he was remarkable 
for his enthusiastic devotion to natural science. For 
several years previous to the commencement of the 
Florida war, he had been devoting himself to that ob- 
ject, and had penetrated far into the interior of the 
Southern portions of the Territory, with a view to 
study the botany, natural history, topography, &c., of 
all that region. With one or two boatmen as his com 
panions, he had made his way in a small boat up the 
Synabel river, which eimpties into Charlotte Harbor, 
thence into the famous everglades, and passing down 
parallel to the coast, came out near Cape Sable. He 
had spent many months on the Florida Keys, at and 
near Key West, and Indian Key. There is possibly 
no part of the United States more fertile in objects ot 
interest to the naturalist than those islands. Marine 

roducts, shells, curious fish, beautiful and indigenous 
Birds abound there, and the vegetation is of a mixed 
character, partaking both of the tropical productions 
and of those which belong peculiarly to our most 
Southern States. Thongh Audubon gave a highly 
poetical and attractive account of his visit to those 
waters, he did not have time to do full justice to the 
subject, and did not pretend to extend his researches 
much beyond ornithology. Dr. Leitner, (we regret 
that we cannot furnish his christian name,) had made 
many observations even upon the birds on those Keys, 
shedding light upon points overlooked, for want of 
time, by Audubon. 

He nearly prepared for the press a work embracing 


a ————— 





| hitherto terra incognita, when it has pleased a mysteri- 


ous Providence to deprive mankind and the cause of 
science of the further benefit of his labors. He had, 
we believe,also collected a large and choice herbarium, 
We trust the materials for his work are still in the 
hands of some of his scientific friends in Charleston, 
who will not fail to give them to the world in some 
form. We believe that the present accomplished 
head of the War Department had intended, some 
— since, to have assisted in the publication of the 
work. 

It was to pursue his researches that he accompa- 

nied this expedition in the capacity of an acting sur- 
geon. He had also accompanied Lieut. Powell as 
guide and surgeon in the expedition which left Key 
West in November, 1836, to examine the coast from 
Cape Florida to Charlotte Harbor. 
It would seem as if Providence had willed, that not 
only Mars, but science itself, should be frustrated in 
all attempts to penetrate and bring under her peaceful 
dominion the soil of that wayward peninsnla. Doctor 
Leitner doubtless knew more than any scientific gen- 
tleman living, of that section of Florida. He is cut 
off in the midst of his researches! Denied the privi- 
lege of advancing alone into the country for such in- 
nocent purposes, he attaches himself{to the army. We 
cannot resist the temptation to repeat here the often 
quoted lines of Byron : 

Oh! what 2 noble heart was here undone, 

When Science’ sclf-destroyed her favorite son ! 

Yes, she too much indulged thy fond pursuit, 

She sowed the seeds, but Death has reaped the fruit.”’ 

On the same soil have fallen many accomplished and 
heroic spirits in tat protracted contest. No less than 
thirty officers of the army, the majoriity of whom were 
graduates of the Military Academy, have died or been 
killed there. Many of the latter were distinguished 
for their high civic as well as military virtues. The 
names of Thompson, Heileman, Gardiner, Basinger, 
Mudge, Izard, Center, Adams, and many others, will 
long be remembered. Doctor Leitner’s bravery had 
something of a kindred nature to that undaunted spirit 
with which he pursued any scientic object. We very 
much fear that he advanced himself beyond the hum- 
ble post of asurgeon. It could hardly have been a 
stray bullet that struck him, for we learn * that his 
hospital steward was shot down beside him.” 

Those who have friends warring in that territory, 
often have their acutest sympathies awakened by 
these events. But it becomes us not to mourn too 
much for those who have died nobly at their posts on 
the field of battle. 

In the case to which we have alluded, itis asource 
of peculiar grief that he should have thus early con- 
signed his corse to the desert regions of that land 
which it had been the simple and earnest object of 
his life to explore and illustrate. If, indeed, the resulis 
of his labors are not saved, we fear that many years 
may elapse before the same scientific knowledge of 
that country may be acquired. 

As a student, he possessed the best characteristics 
of the Geriman scholars; enthusiastic, devoted to his 
particular branch of knowledge, wedded to science 
for his unalloved love of it, and indefatigable in his 
exertions. O. 








FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 
POLAR NAVIGATION. 
LONDON GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 

Nov. 13.—Sir Woodbine Parish, V.P. in the 
chair. This being the first meeting for the season, 
was numerously attended, and especially by Arctic 
Navigators, as Sir Edward Parry, Dr. Richardson, 
&c, to greet the return of Captain Back from his 
late remarkable voyage. We noticed also Prince 
Musignano,from Florence, and Baron Charles Hugel, 
of Vienna. Numerous donations of books and maps 








all these topics, not omitting the topography of that 


were announced ; several new candidates for adm 
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sion were proposed; and Col. Lapie, of the Depot 
de la Guerra, at Paris, and Don Pedro de Angelis, 





island. The Frost smoke that attended us vanished 
as we drew near, and the dark lanes of water from 


of Buenos Ayres, were elected foreign corresponding | which it originated closed firmly, to the utter impos- 


members. Read extracts from various papers. 


| sibility of proceeding one yard further. Left, there- 


Ist. From Capt. Alexander,dated Aug. 15,at Comag-/ fore,to the influence of events, we were borne back- 
gas, a missionary station between the Kousie and! wards and forwards, according to the eccentric move- 
Zwaartlinjies rivers, announcng his safe return to that | ments of the ice, crowding sail when the least crack 
place, after having traveiled to the northward, up the | showed a probability of an opening, or, with the aid 


Fish river,thence crossed the tropic,reached the paral- | 


lel of 22° 55’ South, and made the seacoast at Walvisch 
bay. Six months had elapsed without any intelligence 
of the party, and during this time they had been 
almost constantly without bread, and occasionally 
without salt, to eat. Rhinoceroses, lions, cameleo- 
pards, &c. had,in turn, furnished them with food; they 
had incurred much risk from wild beasts, their fires, 
which surrounded the camp at night, not being suf- 
ficient, at times, to prevent their inroads After a 
short halt to repose his men and cattle, Capt. Alex- 
ander was to start for Cape Town. 

2dly. From Mr. Schomburgk, at Demarara, stating 
that he had returned from his ascent of the river 
Berbice, which he had explored as far as 3° 50’ N. 
lat., where he had crossed by land to the river Essequi- 
bo, a distance of only ten miles in that parallel. He 
describes the same general luxuriance of vegetation 
which he had met with on the other rivers of British 
Guayana; but the most striking object here disco- 
vered in the vegetable kingdom, was the gigantic 
water-lily, with leaves six feet, and fragrant flowers 
fitteen inches in diameter,called the Victoria Regia, 
in honor of the queen. It is supposed to be the same 
as the plant called Euryale amazonica, by Dr. Deep- 
pig, who met with it on the river Amazon: 
but it is a distinct genus, in the opinion of professor 
Lindley, who has printed, for private distribution, 
a short account of it, now in the library of the Geo- 
graphical Society. By the latest accounts from De- 
marara, date] Sept. 12, 1837, Mr. Schom'u gk was 
to start on the following day for William 1V’s catar- 
act, on the Essequibo, in 3° 14/ lat. with the inten- 
tion of exploring that river to its sources, and then 
to continue the examination of the range of moun- 
tains called the Sierra Acaray, believed to be the 
line of separation of water between the basins of 
the Essequibo and the Amazon, and eventually, it is 
hoped, he may be enabled to connect the positions of 
the French on the east, with the observations of 
Baron Humboldt, near Esmeralda, on the west. 

S3dlv. On the northeastern shore of Southampton 
island, by Captain Back, R. N. It need hardly be 
stated that the chief interest of the meeting consisted 
in the expectation of having some further accounts 
of the recent voyage of H. M.S. Terror. As the 
brief narrative of that voyage has already been made 


of swords, axes, and ice anchors, warping a few 
paces, until the srost closely packed ice finally arres- 
ted our progress, twelve miles from Cape Bylot, 
when only fifteen more would have ensured a safe 
wintering ground in Duke of York’s bay. Proceed- 
ing to the south-east from the sloping, yet bold out- 
line of Cape Bylot, the land is high and irregular, 
‘full of sinuosities and bays, hounded by abrupt pre- 
'cipices and shelving acclivities. Fifteen miles further 
| the coast is more broken into hill and valley, and ri- 
vulets and mountain torrents find their way to the 
sea. Four miles to the east ward,the coast line becomes 
| more craggy, and, turning abruptly to the south,forms 
| Smyth’s harbor. There seemed at one time to be a dis- 
| tant chance of our getting into this snug place, fora 
loug and broadsheet of young ice was formed in shore 
of us,and afforded the hope that nothing more formida- 
ble would impede the passage into the harbor, but in 
vain. The rocks around are composed of granite, 
containing a large portion of rose colored feldspar, 
gray quartz, and blackish mica, in small scales; 
and are traversed by numerous ravines, thickly co- 
vered with snow. But the point most deserving no- 
tice was a fine imposing, perpendicular cliff, six 
hundred and fifty feet high, from which there was 
the most beautiful echo imaginable ; and its charms 
were so attractive, in that monotonous solitude, as to 
lead many from their ordinary occupations for the 
mere novelty of hearing the strange-like accents of 
their own softer voice. Beyond these hills, others 
rose to abont 850 feet, backed by a further inland 
range,attaining tofully 1,600 feet. The tracks of bears, 
foxes, and deer were seen in the valleys, which pro- 
duceda few miserably stunted willows, the occasional 
resort of a solitary brace of white partridges. Eight 
niles from Smytu’s hat bor, isa wide, open bay, where 
IT landed. Neara water course was acircle of stones, 
evidently used a long time ago, for the purpose of 
| extending an Esquimaux tent, denoting, clearly, that 
the place had formerly been frequented by these peo- 
ple. The mountains. varied in height from 1,400 to 
1,600 feet; one side was invariably precipitous, and 
the dip nearly at right angles to the horizon. | look- 
/ed in vain for any of those upright stones, so plenti- 
| fully set up as marks to cross the country where the 
inhabitants are numerous, and which strike the eye 
of a stranger as very curious, when travelling 
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public, it need not here be repeated. ‘The name of|through the ioteriot af the continent, from the 


Southampton island (says Capt. Back) has become 
too familiar, through modern voyages of discovery 
to the north,to require any description ofits locality; 
and there are few persons who are not aware that 
Sir Edward Parry and Capt. Lyon sailed on either 
coast, north and south, on their course to Repulse 
bay. Long before their day—as far back as 1615— 
Bylot and Baffin also visited the same north-eastern 
art of the island, but no chart was, I believe, pub- 
Fished of their voyage ; and, as Sir Edward Parry 
made the land about Cape Comfort, in lat 64° 50’ N., 
the intervening space of about 120 geographical 
miles, comprehended betweeu that cape and Sea horse 
point, its eastern extremity, remained a blank on our 
maps, until the extraordinary situation of H. M. S. 
Terror, thrown onthe surface of ice, and forcibly 
carried by it along the whole line of coast, enab- 
led me to fill itup. The impracticability of forcing 
a passage into Repulse bay, by keeping as near as 
possible to Baffin’s island, being manifest by repeated 
failures, with considerable difficulty and much pres- 
sure from the heavy and closely packed ice by which 
We were beset, we gradually approached Southampton 


| barren land to the sea shore. The lower lands here 

were uncommonly sterile, hardly affording susten- 
| ance for the Alpine hare, while the ledges and 
|summits above were clothed with grass, on which 
|two rein-deer were feeding ; while thinly scattered 
shrubs of stunted growth, and here and therea grand 
willow, relieved the eye from the monotonous and 
pallid glare of snow around. To the eastward the 
coast is sterile and forbidding, with a peculiarly wild 
and dark aspect: two of the most Conspicuous sum- 
mits distinguish the head land known by the name of 
Cape Comfort. From it the land trends away more to 
the south, and the tide and current produce a commo- 
tion here that nothing can withstand. On one occa- 
sion when the ice in which the Terror was imbedded, 
by some unaccountable convulsion, was turned round 
we were carried within a short mile of the towering 
and perpendicular front of the cape which just there 
rentinto innumerable fissures, alternating with jag- 
ged and splintery projections of the most fearful des- 
cription. Though there was but little wind at the 
time, the ice was driven bodily against the rocks, and 
prising up in masses of many tons weight, became 
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reduced to fragments in an instant. Happily, for us, 
after losing a few hundred yards of our floe, it drif- 
ted onward past the danger, and thus relieved me 
from further anxiety on that day. Further to the 
eastward, Cape Fisher rises 750 feet above the sea. 
Hereabouts there was a wantof vegetation, unstial 
even in these regions; and a more decidedly sterile 
scene, in the fullest acceptation of the phrase, could 
not well be imagined. Nor was it merely local; for 
some rather long excursions were made inland in 
search of animals, without success ; and, in the 
course of the journeys, only a few scattered patches 
of moss and short grass were seen, and not a living 
thing of any description. Thirty miles beyond Cape 
Fisher, the hills gradually decrease as they turn a- 
way south until,they are lostat Point Mc Murdo, which 
is the western entrance to an extensive bay, inlet, 
or strait, which, from the strong set of the current 
into it, is probably connected with Evan’s inlet, on 
he east side of the island. The coast, froma Puint, 
McMurdo, resumes its mountainous outline, and here 
are two dome-like suromits, which distinguish it from 
every other part; Mount Minto, which is the high- 
est, attains upwards of 1,000 feet. Projecting from 
this is a low range of hills, forming Terror Poiut; so 
named from its being the place where,the sternpost 
was carried away, and the shipsustained the greatest 
damage. Twelve miles beyond Point Saunders, and 
close to Sir James Gordon’s bay, the highlandtermi- 
nates, and disappears altogether in two small islands, 
immediately to the south-east of which is South- 
ampton island.” 

The chairman, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
Captain Back, for the narrative of his voyage, and 
for his latter communication, was sure he did but 
express the feeling of the meeting in general, in say- 
ing that,consideriug the unforeseen paysical obstacles | 
that opposed themselves to his progress, Capt Back | 
had done all that could be done, and had most con- | 
scientiously fulfilled bis duty in making his chief 
object the safety of those committed to his charge ; 
and he begyed to offer to him, to his officers, and to 
his crew, the sincere and cordial congratulations of 
that meeting on their safe return to their country and 
their friends. Yet asthe tracing the northern shore of 
America was an object that never could be lost sizht 
of by the Geographical Society, he appealed to the dis. 
tinguished arctic navigators present to state whether 
there was any thing in the account they had just heard, 
to prevent, at some future day, such an object being 
carried into execution. Sir Edward Parry was happily 
to have it in his power to bear his testimony to the 
fact, that, in the long experience he had had in the 
polar seas, he had never known any similar occurren- 
ces to those related to him by his brother officer aad 
friend Captain Back ; that on his voyage in 1821, to 
Repulse bay, no difficulties to be compared to these 
were encountered ; that it appears that both the last 
and the preceding were unusually Severe seasons ; 
but that he had no hesitation in recording his unalter- 
ed opinion as to the practicability, under ordinary 
Circumstances, of completing the outline of America, 
when once a party should have reached, asa starting | 
point, either Repulse bay or Wager river. 











PLAN FOR PACIFYING CANADA. 


Extract of a letter from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of | 
Durham, G. C. B., dated Dow.ring-street, January 
20, 1838. 
1n order to lay the ground for the permanent settle- 

ment of the questions which agitate Lower Canada, 

and also of those which create divisions between Upper 
and Lower Canada, it will probably be found necessary 
to resort to some legislative measures of a comprehen- 
sive nature. But before such measures can be framed 
and submitted to Parliament, it would be highly desira- 
ble to ascertain the wishes and opinions of the people of 
both provinces regarding them.. 

This object could best be attained by a personal com- | 

Munication on your part with such persons selected 


eee meses a ——— 


from each province as may be presumed, from their 
station, character, and influence, to represent the feel- 
ings of their fellow-countrymen in gencral. It seems ad- 
visable therefore to authorize your lordship, if you should 
so think fit, to call around you a certain number of such 
persons, with whom you might take counsel on the most 
important affairs of the two provinces ; the time of meet- 
ing of such committee of advice being left entirely to 
your discretion. You are, therefore, empowered to se- 
lect three members from the Legislative Council of Up- 
per Canada to attend such meeting ; and to invite the 
flouse of Assembly of Upper Canada to nominate ten of 
its members for the same purpose. Under ordinary cir 

cumstances, the same course would be pursued with 
respect to the Legislature of Lower Canada. But if 
the bill now before Parliament should be passed into a 
law, recourse must be had, during the suspension of 
that Legislature, to another mode of supplying the defi- 
ciency. 

You will, accordingly, during such suspension, select 
three members of the body at present composing the 
Legislative Council], and will take measures for calling 
on the electors in each of the five districts into which 
Lower Canada is now divided, to elect two persons to 
sit in the Committee. Your lordship can obviate any 
difficulty which may stand in the way of holding such 
elections, by an ordinanee for this purpose, to be passed 
by the authority of the Governor in Council. 

The Committee will thus consist of twenty-six mem- 
bers, over whose deliberations you will of course preside, 

The Committee being thus formed, you will bring be- 
fore them the subjects oa which you desire to receive 
their opinion and advice. Among the most important 
of these are the question in debate between the two Ca- 
nadian provinces. 

In the last session, both Houses of Parliament passed 
a resolution, ‘*‘ That great inconvenience has been sus- 
tained by his Majesty’s subjects inhabiting the Pro- 
vinces of Lower aud Upper Canada, from the want of 
some adequate means for regulating and adjusting ques- 
tions respecting the trade and commerce of the said pro- 
vinces, and divers other questions wherein the said pro- 
vinces have a common interest; and it is expedient that 
the Legislature of the said provinces respectively be au- 
thorised to make provision for the joint regulation and 
adjustment of such, their common interests.’ 

It is clear that seme plan must be devised to meet the 
just demands of Upper Canada It will be for your lord- 
ship, in conjunction with the Committee, to consider if 
this should not be done by constituting some joint legis. 
lative authority, which should preside over all ques- 
tions of common interest to the two provinces, and 
which might be appealed to in extraordinary cases, to 
arbitrate between contending parties in either; preserv- 
ing, however, to each province its distinct Legislature, 
with authority in all matters of exclusively domestie 
concern. If this should be your opinion, you will have 
farther to consider what should be the nature and lim- 
its of such authority, and all the particulars which 
ought to be comprehended in any scheme for its estab- 
i:shment. 

The constitutional act of 1791 will supply another sub- 
ject of delibcration, with the view to determine what 
measures may safely be taken to correet the defects 
which have hitherto interfered, at least in the lower 
province, with its successful working. The constitu- 
tion of the Legislative Council has formed the chief topic 
of complaint with the House of Assembly of Lower Ca- 
nada, and they have insisted that the only remedy is to 
be found in making the council elective. On this sub- 
ject the following resolution was last year passed by 
both Houses of Parliament: ‘* Thatin the existing state 
of Lower Canada, it is unadvis:. ble to make the Legis- 
Jative Council of that province an elective body, but it 
is expedient that measures be adopted for securing to 
that branch of the Legislature a greater degree of public 
confidence.’” 

It will be for you and the Committee to consider in 
what manner the judgment thus pronowneed by Pattia- 
ment can best be carried into effeet. 

There are other very important subjects, regarding 
which you will nochdilie think it right to consult the 
same advisers—such, for example, as the provisions that 
should be made to meet the necessary expenses of the 
civil government in Lower Canada—the state of the law 
affecting the tenure of landed property in the province— 
the establishment of a court for the trial of appeals and 
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impeachments. There is, in truth, not one of the many 
interesting questions relating to the good government 
and well-being of the two Canadas, which might not 
very properly engage the attention of the committee. 

On all the subjects which I have specified, and on 
others which may come under the notice of the Commit- 
tee, your lordship will probably have to recommend the 
adoption of some legislative measures in this country. 
You will transmit to me an explanation of such measures 
in the fullest detail, in order that the Government may 
consider of the propriety of subinitting them to Parlia- 
ment. 

You are authorized to fix the times and places of the 
meetings of the Committce, to adjourn them from time 
to time, and to frame all regulations necessary for the 
dispatch of business. You are also empowered to dis- 
solve the Committee at your pleasure. 


RIFLE SHOOTING. 

New Carrripce.—On Tuesday last the Acro- 
tormentarian Society of Riflemen met at their private 
ground, at Wormwood Scrubbs, to contend for a 
splendid gold medal, at 300 yards from the target. 
Most of the crack shots were present, which com- 
_— each to do his best, and increased the excel- 





ence of the sport. On this occasion Mr. Margaray | 


made use, for the first time, of his newly invented 
eartridge for the rifle, with which, although the piece 
can be loaded with the same facility as a soldier’s 
musket, the accuracy of the firing is not the least 
impaired ; as a proof of which, Mr. Margaray made 


eighteen hits, and four bull’s eyes, out of the twenty-| 
four rounds he fired; the target being eighty inches 
in diameter, and the bull’s eye six inches. We con- | 


sider this cartridge a most decided improvement, and 


well worthy the attention of the army, as it obviates | 


the great objection to the rifle as a military weapon, 
namely, the length of time consumed in loading the 
piece. On the Thursday following, the Society met 


at Chalk Farm, when Mr. A. Margaray was again, 
successful, and won the silver medal for the sixth and 


last time. The gold medal was awarded to Mr. 
Catchawood. The distance was 250 yards, and the 


target is now the same size as the one at Wormwood | 
Scrubbs. Notwithstanding the heavy rain, there, 


was a good muster, and the shooting, considering the 
weather, extremely good, twenty out of twenty-four 
being struck by the winners. After the termination 
of the contest, Mr. A. Margaray fired for three mi- 
nutes at the target, in order to ascertain with what 
rapidity he could load and discharge his piece, when 
he fired twelve rounds, putting four balls into the 
bull's eye, and the remaining eight into the target, at 
100 yards. The piece he used on this occasion was 
made by Mr. Bragys, of Holborn.—Bell’s Lifein Lon. 

A subsequent number of Bell’s Life contains a 
note from Augustus de Berenger, claiming the credit 
of the invention of the rifle cartridge for his father, 
who invented them in 1811 or’12, as is proved by re- 
ference to a book, entitled ‘“‘ Helps and Hints how to 
protect life, property,” &c., of which De Berenger, 
the elder, was the author. De B. describes his 
cartridge as ‘“‘of a novel and desirable kind; for it 
had a patched ball and was free from glue and paper. 


I practised twice with them, previous to my displaying | 
y | 


their use before a large concourse of spectators, man 
of them noblemen and officers of high rank, at Mont- 
pelier shooting ground, in 1811 or 1812, and where, 
rapidly loading my rifle with my own patch ball car- 
tridges, ard, without any help whatever, I fired at a 
mark as often as seventeen times in three minutes.” 





Great PrRoseotr As TO NAVIGATION By 
Srpam.—lIn the British House of Commons on L:.th 
inst. in answer toa question by Mr. Mackinnon, Mr. 
Baring was understood to say that a “‘plan for a large 
communication by steam, with the colonies general- 
ly was at present under the consideration of Govern- 
ment—that the plan was not confined to the West In- 
dies alone, but that it had reference to the whole sys- 
tem of intercolonial communication.” 





NS — 


a) 
WASHINGTON CITY; 
ryt) | >) See MARCH 22, 183 


| NeEcroLtocy.—An obituary notice of a member of 
the family of an officer has been forwarded for inser- 
tion in the Chronicle ; and however painful it may be 
to decline a compliance with what at first sight ap- 
pears so reasonable a request, yet upon reflection we 
; are convinced that it is a practice 

| ‘*more honored in the breach than the observance.” 

| Without calling in question for a moment the justice 
|of the tribute to the merits of the deceased, it may 
| be doubted whether any, beyond the immediate rela- 
tives and friends, are gratified by the publication. 
The objections are, that if granted in one case, it can- 
not with propriety be denied in another, and it may 
become so general a custom that its omisgion will be 
viewed as a reproach. Whenever an officer dies, 
'whatever can with truth be said in his behalf, ora 
biographical sketch com.nensurate with his public 
Services, is justly his due. Though we have fre- 
quently published the proceedings of officers of the 
same regiment, post, or corps, as the deceased, on 
such melancholy occasions, we have doubted the 
propriety of what has become so general a custom as 
almost to be looked for as a matter of course, and its 
omission as an implied censure. But when a mem- 
ber of the family of an officer is called away from 
this world, a simple annunciation of the fact, with the 
circumstances of age, place, and disease, seems to us 
to be all sufficient. We may be mistaken—as all men 
are liable to errors of judgment—and least of all would 
we utter one word to wound the feelings of bereaved 
relatives under their afflictions. A sense of public 
duty has called forth these remarks, and if their falla- 


| cy can be pointed out, we are open to conviction. 
| 


| Quire Conciustve —A Poughkeepsie editor, in 
contending that the proposed National Foundry should 
be located in his town, reasons thus cogently—“ Her 
neighborhood would furnish the officers with the 
pleasantest quarters, the most game to shoot, and the 
finest girls to court, of any place north of Mason and 
Dixon’s line.” 


| Say no more about it; that is quite sufficient. 
|The National Foundry shall be located at Puff-keep- 
sie. But—softly! Is it because the editor is desi- 
rous to procure husbands for the marriageable la- 
dies, or that Po’ keepsie offers the most advantages 
for such an establishment, that he recommends his 
village as the best site for a national foundry? Will 
he be as anxious about the matter when he learns that 
few or no officers will be required at the foundry, ex- 
cept in occasional visits to prove the guns, whose 
thunders inight distress the weak-nerved. 

Will the ladies of that flourishing village be as 
ready ta welcome the sooty faces and brawny arms of 
Vulcan’s journeymen, as the gaily dressed officers, 
with epaulettes and plumes ? 

While such cogent arguments are used, it will be 
impossible not to decide in favor of the place having 
the most charms. 


We return our thanks to the editor of the Savannah 
Georgian, for occasional slips by the express mail, 




















containing late intelligence from Florida, 





th 
Ww 


ay 


In 


we 


att 
dol 
of 
ter 
the 
the 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


185 














A letter dated Mazatlan, Mexico, Feb. 5, 1838, 
states that the U. S. schr. Boxer would sail from that 
port for Valparaiso about the Ist March, having been 
detained in consequence of some political disturbances 
on the coast of Mexico. 


the 9th inst., sarveying—all well. 





Captain Augustus A. NircHutrson has been nomi- 


nated to the Senate as Quartermaster of the Marine} 


Corps, in place of Major Wren, deceased. 





At a naval court martial held in Philadelphia, on 
the 5th inst, Passed Midshipman THomas A. Muti 
was tried and sentenced to be cashiered. Sentence 
approved on the 12th instant. 





Extract from a letter, dated 
“Sr. AuGcustTineE, Feb. 28, 1838. 

“ Lieut. Fowler arrived here on the 25th inst., from 
Indian river. He is recovering very rapidly from hig 
wounds, and is now able, with the asistarce of a cane, 
to walk about the town. 

“We had no news of consequence from the troops 
in the fields for some days. The most exciting topic 
among the people and officers is the proposition to 
make a treaty with the Indians, to allow them fo re- 
main in the territory. The Indians are, unquestiona- 
bly, even more tired ofthe war than the whites, but yet 
they cannot consent to a removal tothe west. They 
would be willing to accept of any part of the territo- 
ry rather than to go to Arkansas ; but since we have 
attempted their removal by force, I think it very 
doubtful policy to allow them to remain on any part 
of the territory, however small. The people of the 
territory are almost unanimous in their opposition to 
the measure. The officers are divided in opinion on 
the subject.” 





ITEMS. 


A detachment of U. S. troops, 137 in number, ar- 
rived in New Orleans on Friday, 2d inst., from New 
York, in the ship Arkansas, and immediately took 
passage in the steamer Caspian, for Fort Towson. 


The British frigate La Pique arrived at Halifax, 
with part of the 93d regiment, under the command 
of Col. McGregor, on the 5th. 


Letters from Washington state that LEonARD 
Jarvis, late a member of Congress from Maine, has 
been nominated to the Senate as Navy Agent for the 
port of Boston. 


The PresipENtT, on Wednesday, 14th inst., pre- 
sented, through Gov. Jounson, of La., the gold 
medal which was ordered, by a resolution of Con- 
gress in 1814, to be struck and presented to General 
Ripiey. 


The schooner Fair Play, Thompson, from Snow- 
hill, reported some time since as being sunk, and 
subsequently got up, was brought into Baltimore by 
the Relief, on Saturday, 10th inst. Much praise is 
due to the officers and crew of the Revenue Cutter 
Washington, for their exertions in saving this vessel, 
as, in all probability, but for the Cutter, she must 
have been totally lost. 


Maj. Gen. Scott, Col. Worth, and Lieuts. Taylor, 
Keyes, and Talcott, of the U. S. army, left Buffalo 
on the 10th inst., for the east. Major N. Young, 
of the 3d Infantry, is left in command on the Niaga- 
ra frontier. 








— 0 —————— 


An officer of the Royals, according to the Quebec 
Mercury of the 8th inst. while proceeding with des- 
patches from Sir John Colborne to Gen. Wool, was 
grossly insulted at Alburgh, on the Vermont frontier. 
Gen. Wool sent a letter to Sir John, expressive of 





his regrets, and. at the same time, of his inability to 
The U.S. brig Porpoise was at Savannah bar, on | 


repress such outrages, 


The U.S. ship St. Louis, Captain Paine, arrived at 
Pensacola on the 3d instant from a cruise—all well. 
The U. 8. ship Ontario, S. L. Breese, commander, 
sailedin company with the St. Louis From St. Jago 
de Cuba, on the 29th ultimo, from Jamaica. 


Lord CLARENCE PaGET left Washington on Fri- 
day last, to join his ship in Hampton Roads. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


March 15—Lt. J. Sanders, Engineer Corps, Gadsby’s. 
Capt. D. 8. Miles, 7th Infy. Fuller’s. 
16--Liecut. F. Taylor, lst Arty. Geo. Taylor’s. 
Lieut. C. F. Smith, 2d Arty. Fuller’s. 

17—Col. Geo. Talcott, Ordnance, Gadsby’s. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
W AsHINGTON, March 15, 1838. 

Army.—Lt. G. W. Cullum, Col. A. Cummings, 5, 
Lt. T. B. Linnard, Lt. J. Sanders. 

Navy.—M. G. L. Claiborne, Dr. Thos. Dillard, 2, 
Commo, I.Hull, Capt.H. Henry, Mid. J. H.M. Madison, 
Lieut. A. B. Pinkham, Capt. Jos. Smith, Capt. J. P, 
Zantzinger. 





PASSENGERS. 

New Orceans, Feb. 13, per steamer Ambassador, 
from Louisville, Lieut. W. A. Wurts, U S.N. 

March 4, per barque Roger Williams, from Charles-. 
ton, Lieut. S. W. Moore, of the army. 

Cuarcestron, March 11, per steamboat North Caro- 
lina, for Wilmington, Dr. C. M. Hitchcock, of the ar- 
my, and lady. 

New York, March 16, per ship Baltimore, from Ha« 
vre, Montgomery Lewis, U.S. Navy. 

Savannau, March 11, per steamboat James Adams, 
from Charieston, Lieut. Linnard, U.S. A, 


COMMUNICATIONS. » 


THE NAVY. 

In looking over the Navy Register, it appears 
there are but five captains employed afloat, out of 
fifty on the list ; twenty-eight are waiting orders, the 
remainder attached either to shore or harbor duty, 
The prospects of speedy employ ment to those ‘* wait- 
ing Orders,” are rather gloomy, unless our naval force 
is greatly increased. That it might be augmented 
and advantageously employed, there can be no doubt 
in the minds of any who have ever given the sub- 
ject aserions thought. The number of ships at pre- 
sent in Commission is not sufficient to afford that pro- 
tection, and extend those facilities, to commerce, 
which its importance and daily enlargement de- 
mands. It is not in time of war only that their salu- 
tary influence iz felt; the appearance of our national 
ships makes at all times a favorable impression ; gives 
additional respectability to our country in the eyes 
of foreigners ; confidence to our citizens abroad, and 
security to their property against the lawless impo- 
sitions to which they are frequently exposed among 
savage, or the half civilized nations, and in the un- 
settled and varying condition of the countries in 
which they are engaged in pursuit of their lawful 
avocations. This will be readily admitted by all 
who have travelled in foreign countries, and are 
possessed of a common share of observation. In- 
stances of this happy influence might be cited with- 
out number, were it necessary. I shall content my- 
self, however, with merely stating the fact, and leave 
its importance for others to decide. 

But there are other considerations, not less im- 
portant or weighty, in favor of an increase of our 
naval armament. The first in order, is the necessity 
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of nach tenon: to hone sive that spirit which has ever 
animated our officers in the discharge of their duty, 
and that skill and professional know ledge which ean 
alone rendera navy useful to the country ‘and formida- 
ble to its enemies, but now exposed to decay from the 
accumulated rust of many years on shure. The of- 
ficers, now pining in listless inactivity, whose ener- | 
gies are stagnating, would be called into life and ac- | 
tivity, thus having an opportunity of fitting them- | 
selves for the important dutics of the profession. 

The nations of Europe, some burdened with debt, | 
and:all with immense military establishments, are 
not forgetful of their navies. They are exerting all | 
their energies to promote their efficiency. "The | 
force kept up by some, at this moment, a time of pro- 
found peace, is superior to our entire navy, although | 
the commerce of but one equals our own. 

The scale by which to graduate our force should, 
in a measure, be regulated by the preparations mak- 
ing by those ‘with whom we may be brought in col- 
lision. Fortunately, from our position, neither of | 
the great naval nations could send against us their | 
whole force; a part would be necessary at home, 
sufficient to keep in check any hostile attempts of 
their jealous and warlike neighbors. That they 


should ever unite in an enterprize against this Re-| 


public, there is no great probability, though they 
would rejoice in its destruction. 

In a former article, I stated that the minimum | 
number of vessels in commission should be, 5 sail of 
the line, 15 frigates, all the sloops, brigs, and schoon- 
ers, as a force large enough at present for all purpo- 
ses, and which might be increased when necessary. 

Let us now see the force moe in commission by | 
Great Britain: it consists of 23 sail of the line, 15 | 
frigates, 51 sloops, 25 brigs and schooners, and a/ 
number of surveying Vv easels. 


France has 15 sail of the line; 13 frigates, and 65 | 


smaller vessels; and both have a number of steaimers. 


We have one ship of the line, one razce, three | 


frigates of the first class, two of the second, eleven 
sloops, two brigs, aud four schooners; a force en- 
tirely insufficient for present or future advantage. 
It is to be hoped Congress will take the matter into 
serious consideration, and not only increase the force, 
but give to the navy a grade indispensably necessa- 
ry, not only to wield its strength, but sustain its dis- 
cipline and efficiency. 

Another and important consideration, from which 
much benefit would be derived, is the school which 
an increase of our establishment would open for the 
formation of American seamen. Their scarcity is 
felt, not only in our commercial, but national ma- 


rine. Numbers of young laudstaen would fleck to | 


the service; these, in a short time, would be useful 
at the guns, active topmen, and, in a few years, able 
seainen. At present, our ships are manned with a 
mixture of Americans with foreigners from every 
clime; these people could not be depended on in 
time of war. The honor of our flag should be en- 
trusted to none but Americans. Native seamen are 
preferable to all others; they possess, in an eminent 
degree, a feeling rarely, if ever, found to exist 
among these of any other nation—an enthusiastic 
love of country. Other seamen consider themselves 
cosmopolites, and are ever ready and willing, du- 
ring war or peace, to serve those who pay “them 
best, and are never faithful. Not so the American 
sailor ; he loves the ‘stars and stripes;”’ it is a pas- 
sion with him, and his !ife is freely perilled to sup- 
port its honor. These considerations should be suf- 
ficient of themselves to justify the trifling additional 
expenditure of such an augmentation as is here pro- 
posed; but there is another. Situated as we are at 
present; our shore defences weak, unfinished, and 
insufficient to extend a suitable protection to our 
harbors or cities, an increase of our naval strength 
appears to be a matter of imperious necessity, to co- 
operate with them, in the event of sudden attack. 


—$—<———— 
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| There is eaathan pulideaih of great importance to 
the service, and which calls for speedy considera- 
tion: I mean an entire re-organization of the navy, 
to place it on that permanent foundation which its 
importance to the nation demands. A system should 
|be introduced for its government, regulating eve- 
ry branch of the service in all its relations, which 
‘our present organization renders impossible. The 
length of time which officers necessarily remain on 
shore, in consequence of the sinall number of ships 
employed, and the length of their cruise, introduces 
a never ending variety in the economy and disci- 
_pline of the service ; as we have no fixed standard, 
-each commander in turn erects one of bis own. 
| From this cause, in the event of sudden emergency, 
great embarrassiments would arise in bringing a large 
| Squadron to act in concert suddenly, and difficul- 
ities would present themselves, almost, if not quite, 
‘insurmountable. A favorable time now offers to 
| prepare for the enlarged sphere of duty in which the 
navy may soon he called upon, and in which it 
should be ready to act. A re-organization and en- 
large:nent would infuse new life into the service, 
| whic h at present appears rather languishing; that 
\esprit du corps, which once was a distinguishing fea- 
ture in the navy, would revive; and instead of the 
| disjointed, headless trunk, now exhibited, it would 
| present a solid and compact body, firmly knit in all 
its parts, with a head, and competent to perform all 
that might be required of it by the nation. 

The code of signals now in use is imperfect, and 
junfit for the rapid and intelligible dissemination of 
,orders. This defect, however, it is believed, has 
| been remedied by the talents and industry of a dis- 
| tinguished officer, who, it is understood, has formed 
a system, well adapted to the wants of the navy, and 
| which it is hoped, in due time, will be introduced 
into the service. This science, sv necessary, has 
not heretofore received that attention in the navy, 
which its primary importance demands. Much, cer- 
tainly, depends on the facility with which orders 
may be transmitted. A simple and comprehensive 
code, with practice on the part of officers, removes 
every difficulty. The successful result of an attack 
often depends on the promptitude of the order, as 
well as the rapidity of execution. In moving to the 
attack, or awaiting the approach of an assailant, a 
sudden change of his ‘‘order,”? may call for prompt 
counter-manceuvres. At such a time, the import- 
ance of being well versed in signals, as well as sea- 
mouship and tactics, would be developed. Those 
who have given inuch attention to the details of na- 
val warfare, will remember the imany failures and 
discomfitures, in consequence either of imperfection 
in the system, ignorance in officers, or from mis- 
taking signals. ‘The importance of the subject, it is 
hoped, will be sufficient to commend it to the atten- 
tion of naval officers. 

T would repeat, this is a most favorable time to re- 
organize the service; an Opportunity which should 
not be suffered to pass by without improvement. In 
the event ofarupture, in our present state, we should 
be exposed to many mortifying embarrassments. If 
the navy is really an important arm of the national 
defence, wisdom requires it to be kept in the best 
condition for service. That it may be improved, all 
acquainted with the subject must admit. Of its im- 
perfection, we have abundant proof, in the difficul- 
ties which frequently occur, even with the trifling 
| force now in commission, which would probably in- 
(crease in a compound ratio with its augmentation. 
There are talents in the navy, it is to be hoped, 
equal to the task of bringing order out of chaos, if 
duly authorized. The rank necessary to its preser- 
vation, it remains for the Government to confer. 
The subject is one of vital inportance to the navy, 
and the nation; that is, if the nation can be affected 
by it one way or the other. S. 
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ON THE STOWAGE OF SHIPS. - 

By the stowage ofa ship is meant the disposition 
of her ballast and stores. The great effect produced 
by different modes of stowage, renders this subject 
one of the most important connected with naval ar- 
chitecture. Most of the properties of a ship depend, 
in some manner, on the situation of the centre of 
gravity, which is determined by the disposition of the 
moveable weights on board. The great difference 
found to exist in the qualities of the same ship, at 
different times, arises principally from alterations in 
her stowage and trim. The astonishing improve- 
ments sometimes said to be made in ships by the re- 
moval of small weights, might, perhaps, appear ques- 
tionable; but as the present state of this branch of 
the science of naval architecture is not sufficiently 
known to fix with certainty the best sailing trim, 
the numerors facts related on the authority of men 
of experience, are to be received with the greater 
credibility ; if not admitting the degree, yet estab- 
lishing the principle. 

This subject has received the attention of many 
eminent scientific men. as well as experienced naval 
officers, through whose labors very valuable infor- 
mation has been obtained. In France, the best me- 
moir on the stowage of ships was several times made 
the subject of a prize by the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences. Daniel Bernoulli received the prize in 1757. 
M. L. Euler divided the prize of 1759. M. Groig- 
nard, Constructeur des vaisseaux du Roi, a l’Orient, | 
composed two memoirs to contend for the prizes iu 
1759 and 1765. M. VAbbé Bossut and M. J. A. 
Suler divided the prize of 1761. M. Bourdé de Ville- 
huet obtained the prize in 1766. Many other ex- 
cellent memoirs on this subject were presented at) 
the competition for the prizes. 

As the situation of nany of the weights in a ship 





is unavoidably fixed by circumstances, the advantage 
to be derived from an investigation of the stowage of | 
ships can relate only to the moveable weights: the 
ballast and part of the stores. 

The quantity of stores and ballast in a ship is the | 
first consideration in the stowage. The number of 
months for which vessels should stow provisions, 
depends on their class and general service. Noship 
should, however, be incapable of stowing four 
mouths’ provisions, with the ordinary complement of 
stores. 

The quantity of ballast is dependent on some of 
the qualities of the ship; chiefly the stability and 
the lateral resistance opposed to falling to leeward. | 
An increase of ballast must always produce one dis- 
advantage, an increase of the area of direct resistance, 
which, ceteris paribus, would reduce a ship’s velo- 
city in the water. To what extent the quantity of 
ballast in ships could be reduced, might very readily 
be ascertained by experiment. 

The properties of a ship which are chiefly affect- 

ed by the stowage, are, the stability, rolling, pitch- 
ing, holding a steady course, ardency or the tenden- 
gy to fly up to the wind, going about, the action of 
the rudder, and the strain of the materials. The 
manner in which the stowage influences these pro- 
perties, will be best illustrated, by considering them, 
as far as is possible, independently of other cir- 
Culnstances. 
_ 1. The Stability. The disposition of the weights 
In a ship determines the position of its centre of gra- 
Vity, which increases or diminishes the stability, ac- 
Coring to its being lower or higher in the ship. This 
13 well known in practice as clearly demonstrable by 
Science. The distribution of the ballast as low as 
possible, is, therefore, always necessary, when the 
stability is required to be increased. This, in almost 
all cases, is good stowage, as the instance is rare 
when the lading of a ship is of such great specific 
gravity as to render it necessary to raise the weights 
by putting lighter articles under. 

2. Rolling. In estimating the influence of the 





stowage on the rolling of a ship, it must be consi- 
dered independently of the stability. The perma- 
nent inclination caused by the force of the wind, 
depends entirely on the stability ; but the vibratory 


jaction of rolling depends on other causes, soine of 


which are unconnected with the stability. Two 
ships of equal stiffness are frequently known to pos- 
sess very different qualities in this respect; the one 
may roll slowly and easily, the other quickly and 
uneasily. The rolling of a ship is caused by waves 
striking her side; it is generally deepest either when 
a sudden change of wind takes place, and the ship, 
sailing free, is struck on the side by the waves, 
which continue to run in the direction of the wind 
hefore the change; or in a calm, when the swell of 
the sea gives the body of the ship a constant dispo- 
sition to incline, there being no wind to keep her 
steady. 

The rolling of a ship is sometimes considered ana- 
logous to the oscillations of a pendulum. The ana- 
logy, however, cannot be considered strictly cor- 
rect. An easier manner of considering the effect of 
the weights on the rolling of a ship, is simply by es- 
timating their resistance to rotatory motion by their 
inertia. As the inertia of any weight is measured 
by each particle into the square of its distance from 
the centre of suspension, the placing these weights 
furthest from that centre, would most increase their 
resistance to motion. In a ship, the centre of sus- 
pension must be considered to coincide with the 
centre of gravity, so that the further the weights are 
removed from the centre of gravity, the greater 
would be the resistance to quick and uneasy rolling. 
Th» practice of * winging the weights,” suggested 
by these principles, is found to be fully justified by 
experience. Care should, however, be taken, that 
the centre of gravity of the weights may not be 
raised by this disposition, and the stability thereby be 
diminished. 

Quick and violent rolling is frequently found to 
be very injurious to the hull aud masts of a ship. 
Good stowage, and a due consideration to form, will 
always be found greatly to reduce the violence ofa 
ship’s rolling. 

3. Pitching. This motion, as far as it is influenced 
by the distribution of the weights, is subject to the 
same laws a3 rolling. The further the weights are 
from a vertical transverse plane, passing through the 
centre of gravity, the greater will be their inertia, 
and, consequently, the slower and deeper the pitching, 


| These two motions are, however, to be considered 


very differently, as to their effect on the ship. The 
advantage of increasing the time and depth of the 
rolling, has been considered in diminishing the strain 
of the hull and masts; but the effect of deep pitch- 
ing must, on the contrary, be considered as disadvan- 
tageous, by retarding the velocity of a ship’s motion, 
and rendering her uncomfortable to the men, by the 
sea breaking over her bows. When a ship has 
passed a wave, her stern falls into the hollow of the 
waves, by the mean vertical direction of the water 
acting on the fore side of the centre of gravity. 
This action, which is called scending, is affected by 
the disposition of the weights, similarly to pitching. 

These actions of pitching and scending, depend 
very much upon the form of the fore and aft parts of 
the ship; but, as circumstances sometimes require a 
form not the best calculated to regulate them, it be- 
comes the more necessary that the best disposition 
of moveable weights be made for this purpose. They 
should consequently be brought as near the middle 
as possible, to regulate the depth and force of pitch- 
ing and scending. 


4. Holding a steady course. To secure this desi- 
rable quality in a ship, the weights should be so 
placed that their centre of gravity may be before 
the middle of the ship’s length, by which the mo- 
ment of the lateral resistance abaft the centre of gra- 
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vity will be increased, and the moment forward di- 
minished. 

5. Ardency. This tendency ofa ship to fly up into 
the wind, depends on the mean direction of the wa- 
ter, the ship sailing by the wind, and the position of 
the centre of effort of the sails. When a ship is ful- 
ly stored, and properly trimmed, the mean direction 
of the water passes a little before her centre of gra- 
vity. By the loss of the consumable stores, the trim 
may, by improper stowage, be so inuch altered, that 
a ship, which at first possessed weatherly qualities in 
a proper degree, may either lose them altogether, or 
have them very much impaired. The stowage 
should, therefore, be so disposed, that the consuma- 
ble stores may be taken in such proportions from the 
fore and after parts of a ship, that her good qualities, 
at first possessed, may be retained when lightened. 
This requires great acquaintance with the qualities 
of the ship to be stowed, a3 well as great judgment 
in the disposition of her ballast and stores. 


6. Tucking. The resistance a ship experiences in 
coming about, depends on the lateral resistance of 
the parts before and abaft the centre of gravity. 
This resistance will be proportional to the squares of 
the lengths of the parts before and abaft that centre, 
which will be a minimum when it is in the middle 
of the length. 

7. Action of the rudder. As the rotation of a ship 
must always be referred to the axes that pass through 
the centre of gravity, the momentum of the power 
of the rudder to turn a ship, is proportional to the 
distance of the centre of the mean resistance of the 
rudder from the centre of gravity. This considera- 
tion would lead to the moveable weights being so 
placed, that the centre of gravity of the ship should 
be before the middle of the length. 


8. Strain of the materials. The inequality be- 
tween the weights in different parts of a ship, and 
the vertical pressure of the water at the correspond- 
ing parts, causes a continual strain on the ship lon- 
gitudinally, which produces an arching of the struc- 
ture, or, as it is familiarly called, hogging. To 
equalize these two actions, as the best method of pre- 
vention, is the mode immediately suggested by the 
consideration of the cause of arching. Circumstances, 
however, prevent the establishment of this equilibri- 
um; great weights will always necessarily be at the 
extremities of the ship, and the buoyancy of the cor- 
responding parts of the body is generally very inade- 
quate to their support, from their leanness. As far, 
however, as circumstances will admit, the principle 
should be attended to, of placine the weights where 
the buoyancy of the bedy is best able to sustain them, 
reserving, however, the immediate vicinity of the 
mainmast free from the heaviest. 

These are the principal considerations on the stow- 
age of ships; and it happens, fortunately, that the 
modes of stowage required by a due attention to the 
qualities influenced by it, are generally compatible 
with one another. The result of these observations 
is, that the moveable weights in a ship should be so 
disposed, that its centre of gravity may be low, 
and a little before the middle of its length; and that 
they should be winged as much as possible, without 
raising their centre of gravity. 

A course of experiments on the quantity of bal- 
last, and the best disposition of weights on every 
class of ships, would be very valuable to the science 
of naval architecture. By determining the proper 
trim of the different classes of our ships of war, 
much valuable information would be obtained for the 
naval architect in making his designs. Many cal- 
culations, which are made by assuming the set of 
the ship in the water, but which it is afterwards 
found necessary to alter, would be made with much 
greater certainty than at present. It is by a combi- 
nation of theoretical and experimental knowledge, 





in this subject, a3 in most others connected with 





naval architecture, that this science will arrive at 
excellence. 

The foregoing observations, with several altera- 
tions and additions, are from a valuable foreign work. 
We only desire that they may prove useful, and with 
that view we submit them. M.N.K. 


OUR FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr. Epiror: My attention was arrested a few 
days since, by the startling facts set forth in the able 
and faithful report of the Secretary of War, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of the 14th 
October, 1837. I was amazed to learn that ‘ there is 
not a fortress on our long line of sea defences capuble of 
resisting an armed brig.” I have learned since, he 
inight have added, and some not able to return a friend- 
ly salute in less than twenty-four hours, as was the 
case a few days since, on the arrival of her Britannic 
Majesty’s sloop Pearl, with despatches. How hu- 
iniliating to be compelled to make such an acknow- 
ledgment to a foreign officer! How awakening it 
should be to know, that Norfolk, the public works at 
Gosport, three sail of the line, frigates and other ves- 
sels of war, with immense collections of material for 
building and equipping a fleet, (at the time too when 
our foreign relations are at least unsettled and liable 
to serious interruption,) are EXPOSED and DEFENCE- 
LESS ! 

The scene enacted at Copenhagen, to which the 
Secretary alludes, should be sufficient to give us an 
idea of what may be done ina time of profound peace, 
The bombardinent of Algiers, the destruction of the 
Turkish and Egyptian fleets at Navarino, were. per- 
petrated without the usual formality of a declaration 
of war. Is it to be supposed that our increasing na- 
vy, the preparations tor buildingand equipping fleets, 
the construction of dry docks, &c., awaken no uneasy 
sensations on the other side of the Atlantic? These 
movements attract more attention abroad than at 
home. We are looked upon as a dangerous rival, at- 
taining strength and maturity. Napoleon marched 
his ariny to Russia for the purpose of putting that 
nation (his dangerous rival) back one hundred years. 
Should either of the nations of Europe fancy they 
had cause to retaliate, or resent some supposed ag- 
gression, either on their territory, or their bonor 
in any other way, no matter how groundless such 
cause might in reality be, are we ina situation to pre- 
vent its consummation? Is not the bare possibility of 
such an event enough to make any one, feeling for 
the honor of his country, shudder with horror ? 

This country might be put back many years ina 
few days. We are protected by paper; so were the 
Danish, Turkish, and Egyptian fleets, but not by pa- 
per alone. They were enabled to make a brave and 
noble defence against overwhelming odds. There was 
no loss of national honor with them. 

We present to the world a singular spectacle: a 
nation whose government and institutions differ froin 
those of any other power, viewed by all as a danger- 
ous enemy in war, and not less formidable in peace, 
unencumbered by debt, of inexhaustible resources, a 
population as brave as ever triumphed on land or sea, 
and more alive to a sense of honor than any other 
people that ever breathed, DEFENCELESS AND AT 
THE MERCY OF ALL. And this, too, after a peace of 
twenty-three years, part of the time with an over- 
flowing treasury, the appropriation of its surplus long 
a matter of serious debate, within walls that were,only 
a few years since, a smoking ruin from the torch of a 
foreign foe. The warning voice of the Executive has 
been raised in vain. We slumber still, and it 1s to be 
feared that nothing can arouse us from this lethargy 
but the cannon of an enemy laying in heaps our de- 
fenceless cities, and in ashes our equally unprotected 
ships and public works. An awful responsibility de- 
volves on those to whom the people have entrusted 
the guardianship of the national honor, our wives, 
our children, and our property. Should such a ¢a- 
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Jamnity (to which we are exposed) befall us, how bit- 
ter would be the reflection, that party spirit had 
smothered every patriotic emotion, and buried our 
country in ruin, disgrace and misery. But it is not 
too late yet. National defence cannot, or rather should 
not, be a party question. If our legislators have here- 
tofore been regardless of the trust confided to them, 
and left exposed to destruction all that is dear to man 
on earth, so much the greater need of active, stirring 
patriotism now. Itis time to lay aside party consi- 
derations, and legislate for the nation. The country 
should be placed in an immediate posture for defence ; 
the approaching crisis demands it. 
PRO PATRIA. 


EARL OF BUCHAN AND PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON. 

Mr. Eprror: I read with pleasure the twe let- 
ters which passed between the Earl of BucHAN and 
President WasninGron, copied in your last num- 
ber from the New York Gazette. Which shall we 
admire most, the sentiments expressed by the liberal | 
and enlightened nature’s nobleman, or the character 
of him which called them forth? 

The publication of such ‘interesting reminiscen- 
ces” has a healthful effect on the community, and I 
trust you will not fail to collect and publish them as 
often as opportunity will permit. 





GEN. JESUP ann tHe MILITARY ACADEMY. 

An extract from Gen. Jesup’s letter of the 13th 
August last, has called forth some severe comments 
from your correspondents, * West Point,” * One of 
the Schoolmasters,”? &c. &c. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I assume that Gen. Jesup was 
quite right in his remarks, as to the injery resulting 
to the service by detaching officers from their regi- 





duties hors de regiment. If he had said Surveyors or 
Engineers, Clerks or Indian Conductors, &c. &c., the 
application would have fulfilled the comparison equal- 
ly well without derogating from the importance of the 
several aties appertaining to them. 

The truth is, there is no officer in the army who 
appreciates more highly the advantages yielded to 
the service and the country by the Military Academy 
than the gallant General himself; and those who at- 
tempt to show to the contrary must fail, especially if 
they continue to join issue with him, upon a single 
extract from his communication, without reference to 
the whole of it, the meaning of which is significant 
enough and needs no further comments from, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

DOMINIE SAMPSON. 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


FLORIDA WAR. 

HoNORABLE DISCHARGE OF THE Missouri VoOLuUN- 
TEERS.— An officer of the Missouri Volunteers has 
forwarded to Col. Benton the copy of Col. Taylor’s 
order for their honorable discharge from service, which 
he has shown to us, and which we present to our 
readers, both as giving information on the state of the 
war, and bearing honorable testimony to the Volun- 
teers and Missouri Spies, and evincing a laudable 
disposition to have their mode of returning home left 
to their own choice, and done in the way most agree- 
able to themselves.— Globe. 


HeApD Quarters, First Bricape, : 





[OrperR.] Army south of the Withlacooche, 
Camp on Baitle Ground, Feb. 1838. 
It being manifest from the recent movement in search 
of the hostiles that they have broken up into sm«ll parties 
and retired to the swamps and everglades for safety, 


ments in the field, for duty at the Military Academy.| where they cannot be reached by mounted troops, or 
Let one read the whole of the General’s letter, as well, | even by footmen without boats, the Missouri Volunteers 
also, as the report of Colonel Gates and Captain | will forthwith proceed, with as little delay as possible, 
GALT, as to the condition of their respective com- | to Tampa Bay, as it is now out of their power to render 
mands ; and let him, if he can, refrain from acknow- | further service during the campaign against the enemy, 
ledging that the “ spirit of the service is indeed gone,” | and report to Brevet Brigadier General Armistead, who 
when officers, whose regiments are in the field, prefer | has instructions from the Major General Commanding in 


: . - | Florida to discharge them, which it is hoped he wi 
the services of other corps and other duties to their | te gi webu, fe: 


in the way that is most agreeable to them; that is, to have 
own. them mustered out of the service at Tampa, or direct it 
to be done on reaching the several places where they 
were mustered into service. The Colonel Commanding 
avails himself of this opportunity to tender to Major 
Hughes, Captains Russe!, Jackson, and Kurd, as well as 
the officers and men of the companies, also to Colonel 
Morgan and the few officers and men of the spies that 
remained with him, his sincere thanks for the zeal and 
devotion with which they have served in the late move- 
ment in pursuit of the enemy, as well for the prompt, 
cheerful, soldierly manner they have discharged all 
the duties required of them, in wading swamps, pene- 
trating hammocks, and various other privations connect- 
ed with the prosecution of a campaign in an unexplored 
wilderness, particularly in Florida. He can assure them 
he separates from them with regret, but will reeur with 
much satisfaction to events in which he has been ope- 
rating with them. Jn conclusion, he can only say, they 
carry with them his best wishes for their health and 
prosperity, as well as for their speedy return to their 
homes, and happy meetings with their families, and re 
lations, and friends. 

By orper or Cov. Taytor: 
J. M. HILL, A. Adj. General. 


Captain Gatr reports that there are only himself, | 
Lieutenants Ross, Sine, and Mock, for duty with six | 
companies,and that Lieut. Stnc’s resignation has been 
accepted, and Lieut. Mocx’s daily expected! Col. 
GaATEs reports that ** Lieutenant Roberts, detailed for 
duty at West Point, is in charge of Captain Brown’s 
company, and there is no other officer with the com- 
pany.” ‘In fact,” continues the Colonel, “I have 
how five companies under my command, and only 
three officers to take charge of them ;” and adds, * [| 
utter mo complaint, but simply remark this to show 
how illy Lient. Roperts can be spared at this time.” | 

Now, sir, this is a pretty state of things. Here are | 
six companies, whose organization entitles them to, 
twenty four officers, commanded by four officers ; and 
five companies, entitled to twenty officers, commanded 
by three officers! why, sir, such a state of things not 
only calls for strong official coinment, but for investi- 
gation, even if it jostle the schoolmasters and other 
extra duty gentlemen. I beg to be understood, Mr. 
Editor, as casting no reflections upon any one; the 
fault lies not so much with our gallant and accom- 
plished officers, as in the practice which has been in- 
considerately established of employing them on other 
duties than their proper ones; doing injury to one 
branch of the service, for the purpose of doing good 
to another. 

Itis not only the schoolmasters who are obnoxious 
to the reproof of Gen. Jesup, but all those performing 
extraneous duties. I do not understand the General 
as alluding to the schoolmasters at West Point in 








SAVANNAH, March 13.—By the steamboat Florida, 
arrived from Black Creek on Sunday, the latest in- 
telligence from Gen. Jesup’s head quarters, near Ju- 
piter Inlet, is to the Ist inst., from which it appears 
that there were encamped about half a mile from the 
General’s position, upwards of 200 Indians, men, wo- 
men and children, under the chief Tus-ke-gee, await- 
ing some devision in reference to them, consequent on 
propositions which they made early in February. 





terms of disrespect, but only to illustrate, by com- 
parison, the preference given to the performance of 


About 140 Indian negroes, who came in with Tus-ke- 
gee’s party, left Fort Jupiter under an escort on the Ist 
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March, for Tampa Bay, for embarkation to the west, 
and who, itis said, belong mostly to Indians who have 
already emigrated. It is further said that about 30 or 
40 negroes are still out, so that nearly all the blacks 
have left the field, by capture or surrender. Sam 
Jones is understood to be 150 miles south of Fort 
Jupiter, 20 miles up Shark river, north of Cape Sable. 

To the politeness of a gentleman, who arrived in 
the Florida, we are indebted for a St. Augustine 
Herald of the 2d inst. from which we make the fol- 
lowing extract: 

The report of the capture of 400 Indians, which we 
published last week, turns out to be incorrect. It 
came to us in such ashape that left us but little room 
to doubt its correctness. But recent arrivals from the 
army inform us that Gen. Jesup had not left his posi- 
tion on Jupiter river, since Lieutenant Linnard lelt.— 
Georgian. 


LATE FROM THE ARMY. 

Information has been received at the War Depart- 
ment, from Fort Jupiter, Florida, as late as the 7th 
March, which states, that up to that time, more than 
three hundred Indians, and ore hundred and fifty 
Seminole negroes, had come in. From information 
derived from them, it was believed that Sam Jones 
and his party were lying concealed on the islands 
of the everglades; Allizator and his party, on tre 
west of the Okee-cho-bee ; and Co-a-co-o-chee, with 
his bands, in the swamps of the St. Lucie. It was 
also 1eported there that many of the Mikasukies 
were making their way in small parties of two, three, 
and four, back to the Wahoo and Withlacoochee. It 
is evident that they will not fight again, if they can 
avoid it, their sole object being to get out of the way 


of the whites, and procure the means of subsistence. | 
dy Hook Light House west north west, distant 13 


It is believed that nearly all their cattle have been 
destroyed, and most of their horses captured. Abra- 
ham says that there are not more than ten or fifteen 
negroes leftin the nation. 

In order to search the everglades, and, if possible, 
to find and dislodge the Indians from the islands, six 
companies of artillery, under Colonel BANKHEAD, 
have been sent from Indian river to Key Biscayne, 
where they are to take boats and proceed by New 
river into the everglades. Major LAUDERDALE, 
with two hundred Tennesseeans, and a company of 
tne 3d artillery, under Lieutenant ANDERSON, are 
already at New river, having marched from Fort 
Jupiter on the 2d instant. Lieut. Powe xt, of the 
navy, is to co-operate in this ovement, which will 
give Col. BANKHEAD a moving force of nearly six 
hundred men.— Globe. 


Pensacona, March 8, 1838.—The U. S. ship St. 
Louis, Thos Paine, Esq., commander, arrived here 
this morning from a cruise of four months and seven 
days, in the West Indies and on the Spanish Main— 
officers and crew in good health. The St. Louis 
sailed from here in October last, and arrived in the 
Havana in the very short passage of two anda half 
days, the shortest passage, we believe, that has ever 
been made between this port and Havana. The St. 
Louis, during her cruise, has visited the following 
ports, viz:—Havana, Cuba, St. Bartholomews, St. 
Croix, St. Thomas, St. Johns and Mayaguez, Porto 
Rico, Laguayra and Porto Cabello, Spanish Main, 
Curagoa, Port au Prince, St. Domingo, and St. Jago 
de Cuba. The U. S. ship Ontario, S. L. Breese, 
commander, sailed in company with the St. Louis 
from St. Jago de Cuba, on the 20th ultimo, for Ja- 
maica. Michael Dugan, a seaman, died on board 
the St. Louis at Mayaguez, (Portu Rico,) on the 2d 
of January; it is believed he hasa family in New 
York. 

Gen. Scorr.—We publish the following resolu- 
tion, introduced by the Hon. J. McDonell to the 
Senate, and passed by that body, with great pleasure. 











That officer has done his duty, without fear or favor ; 

Resolved by the Senate of Michigan, That the vigi- 
lant and energetic conduct of Major General Scott, of 
the United States Army, in sustaining the neutrality of 
the 'nited States, and preserving the peace of the 
northera and northwestern frontiers, is deserving of the 
highest approbation ; and that, however the people of 
Michigan may sympathise with those struggling fur the 
advancement of human liberty, yet the supremacy of 
the laws of the Union, and the preservation cf the faith 
of treaties is by them esteemed a paramount daty.—De- 
troit Morning Post. 





“he Earl of Gosford lately visited Boston, where 
he spent a week most agreeably, having been treated 
by the authorities, aud many distinguished individu- 
als with the greatest attention and hospitality. His 
lordship is now in this city, and his quarters are at 
the City Hotel. The Mayor and a large number of 
our respectable citizens called on him yesterday 
morning, and were introduced by the British Consul. 
The invariable politeness and hospitality which his 
lordship extended to Americans during the time he 
was Governor in Canada, entitle him to every atten- 
tion and civility he has received in the United States. 
Lord Gosford promptly returned the Mayor’s visit 
yesterday at the Hall, where many of the members 
of the City Council and other officers were intro- 
duced to him. He is on his way to Washington, 
and will return to New York in time to sail in the 
packet of the 8th April.—Mew York Gazette. 


~Vew York, March 12, 1838. 
f= The Floating Light Ship, stationed off Sandy 
Hook, was moored, on the lth inst., in thirteen 
fathoms water. Bearings from the light ship: San- 


CoLvLectTor’s OFFICE, ; 


miles; Highland’s Light House west half north, dis- 
tant 12 miles. The Light Ship has two lights, and 
an alarm bell for foggy weather. 

SAML. SWARTWOUT, Collector. 


Correspondence of the New York American. 


W asHinGtTon, March 5, 1838. 

Now that the boson of every sea is whitened with 
the sails of our countless ships, and on the blue waves 
of every ocean our banner flutters in the breeze, 
what shall prevent our Navy from ranking with that 
of other nations? What shall prevent our hickory 
from vieing with the oak of her who claims to be 
** suvereign of the seas,” and 

Whose flag has braved, a thousand years, 
The battle and the breeze. 

This morning Mr. Hoffman, the representative 
from your city, offered a resolution on the subject of 
creating the title of ‘* Admiral” in our Navy. It 
was referred to a committee, and, from my know- 
ledge of the members of that committee, I anticipate 
an interesting report. Philosophers may put oa 
grave faces, and poets exclaim, 

What’s in a name? 

The rose by any other name would smell as sweet. 
But “‘Admiral of the American Fleet ” would’st 
sound amiss by a good deal. Our sailors would be 
at least an inch taller, and, under an Admiral’s co- 
lors, you may depend upon it they would’nt spare 
the thunder. Our jolly tars will certainly give 
Mr. Hoffman “three times three” when they hear 
of it. Sacre! will exclaim the Frenchman ; and | 
reckon John Bull will open his eye to the weather 
quarter when the “ Pennsylvania” paysa visit to his 
harbor, with the broad pennant upon its upper um- 
bers. 





Packet Suip. CAMBRiIDGE.—We have been 
shown a chart, on which the track of the Cambridge 
was pricked off, coming from Liverpool, and it is 4 
matier of some astonishment how the ship has reach- 
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ed port at all. She sailed from Liverpool on the | Canada, for which colony he embarks at Liverpool on 
16th Jan., and on the 29th was in the longitude of |Tuesday. The undernamed officers sailed from Li- 
38. From that day till the 27th February, she en- | verpool for that colony on the 8th inst.: Lt. Col. Cox, 
countered continued westerly winds, sometimes | Majors Williams and M’Phail, Captains De Rotten- 
blowing a severe gale, and for the last 17 days, i. e.; burg and Swan. The following embark on Tues- 
from the 10th to the 27th, she made but 500 miles of | day: Lt. Cols. Gasenigne, Paterson, Nickle, and Lo- 
Westing. During that time she crossed the gulf | ring, Major Head, and Capt. Creagh. 
stream three times; was for 16 day3 to the south-| Outof the five squadrons inteuded for America, 
ward and eastward of Sable Island, and a part of the | three are to be taken from the King’s Dragoon 
time could make no better than aS. S. E. course. | Guards, and the remaining two from the 7th Hussars, 
The distance between Liverpool and this port, is, | thus leaving at home a squadron of each regiment. 
we believe, about 3,000 miles; but the Cambridge| The 2d battalion Grenadier Guards, and the 2d bat- 
has, on this passage, sailed upwards of 5,000. She |talion Coldstream Guards, embark the last week of 
has proved an excellent sea boat, and one of the! February, and will land at Quebec. 
staunchest vessels which ever breasted the ocean| The various battalions of the Household Infantry 
wave. A copy of the track, (which looks very much | have commenced heavy marching duty, similar as if 
like a spider’s web) may be seen at Hale’s News on active service, in Hyde and Regent’s Parks, for 
Room. It is quite a curiosity.—W. York Express. | the purpose of training the recruits to that important 
——= duty. The excellent order in which they marched, 
An INGEN1ous ConrrivaANce.—We yesterday | and the appearance of the men, presented an inter- 
observed, in the Merchants’ Exchange, a small mo- | esting military spectacle. A number of persons who 
del of four satls, similar to those of a windmill, ap- | Witnessed them supposed that they were under march- 
plied to a pump handle. On inquiring its meaning, | ing orders, for the purpose of embarking for Canada, 
we found that Captain John Wootten, of the ship |The troops will be daily exercised to Bampstead, 
Peruvian, had pumped that vessel out continually, | Highgate, and the subnrbs of the metropolis, until 
on her late passage to Rio de Janeiro, by this sim- | the recruits are thoronghly trained. 
ple contrivance—lowering the water at the rate of| ‘The light regiments sent to Canada, and for em- 
four feet in an hour, without the assistance of man- | barkation, viz. the 43d, 71st, and 85th, are to be cloth- 











ual labor.—Philadelphia Inquirer. jed in gray, a cloth very much the color of the bark 
— - . — : ma ofthe tree. This is a very proper change, as there 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. / will be much bush fighting, and our red coats will not 


| be so good an object for the American and Canadian 

The packet ship Cambridge, Capt. Bursley, has ar-| riflemen. The two battalions of the Rifle Brigade 
rived at New York from Liverpool, bringing papers | will be added to the force; Ist battalion of rifles to 
to the 15th January. be attached to the Guards. 

A large number of superior and subordinate officers} Lonpon, Jan. 9.—The number of men intended for 
of the British army has arrived in the Cambridge, and ; Canada, as announced by the United Service Gazette, 
many more are on board the packets daily expected. | is incorrect; our contemporary states the entire to 
The whole number of troops now under immediate | be only 3,900, whereas the troops at present under 
orders for the Canadas, is stated in a London paper at | orders, including the artillery, amount to nearly 7,000 
7,000. The whole regular force will, therefore, fall | rank and file.— Times. 
little short of 12,000, early in the spring. | Portsmoutn, Jan. 8.—The Samson, New York 

Among the passengers in the Cambridge are Major | packet, Captain Sturgis, sailed on Friday, having on 
Gen. Clitherow and servant; Lieut. Cols, Nickle,;on board Sir George Arthur, Governor of Upper 
Taylor, Turner, Marshall; Majors Young, Hall,) Canada, with Lients. West and Arthur, Aides de 
Winsfield ; Captain Clitherow, F. Goring; all of the Camp; Lieuts. Jones and Cooper,of the military force 
British army. jin Canada, and Messrs. Windsor and Warren of the 

Lonpon, Jan. 13.—The important experiment of| civil service. Several other military gentlemen went 
steam navigation to America, which the Great West-| out in this ship, who are intended to act, on their ar- 
ern steamship is destined to make, will soon be! rival in Canada, in the formation of volunteer corps. 
brought to the test She has been for some time in| From the London Gazette 
the Thames, receiving her engines, will be ready for! DownincG street, Jan. 16.—The Queen has been 
seain March, and willtake her departure from Bris- | pleased to appoint the Right Hon. John George, Earl 
tol for New York early in April, The uneasy state of Durhain, G. C. B., to be Governor General, Vice- 
of our relations with Canada, renders the triuinph; Admiral, and Captain General of all her Majesty’s 
of steam in voyages across the Atlantic, a more| provinces, within and adjacent to the Continent of 
than ordinary desirable communication.— Standard. | North America. 

THe Armwy.—Col. Joddrell and Col. Shawe are| . The Queen has also been pleased to appoint the 
the officers who are to command the Brigade of the! Rieht Hon. John George, Earl of Durham, G. C. B., 
Grenadier and Coldstream Guards ordered for service | to be her Majesty’s High Commissioner for the ad- 
in Canada. Col. Campbell (brother of the Admiral, | justraent of certain important affairs, atfecting the pro- 
and also the Colonel of the 7th,) has been selected to| vinces of Lower and Upper Canada. 
command the artillery. Col. Campbell is at Wool- DowNING STREET, Jan, 29.—The Queen has been 
wich, and has only retired a few months from the/| graciously pleased to nominate and appoint Lieutenant 
command of the artillery in the West Indies. T’wo| General Sir John Colborne, Knight Commander of the 
companies of field batteries (three six pounders and| most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, to be a 
one 8 inch howitzer to each,) one troop of horse artil- | Knight Grand Cross of the said order. 
lery, (two guns, with the rocket troop,) will form the} The Earl of Durham’s viceroyalty of Canada will 

rigade, comprise Lowér and Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, 

Maj. Gen. Sir T. Pearson, from his knowledge of| New Brunswick, Cape Breton, and Prince Ed- 
the French language, and from having served in| ward’s Island. Major General Sir Colin Campbell 
Canada as inspecting field officer of militia, to have| will command the Queen’s forces in Nova Scotia, 
direction of all the militia and volunteers; the 43d,| Major General Sir John Harvey in New Brunswick, 
85th, and 2d battalion of rifles, to form the third bri-}and Sir John Colborne will command in Canada, 
gade, and to be placed under the orders of Sir A.| The Earl of Gosford and Sir Francis Bond Head re- 
Noreott. A brigade of artillery, with long twenty-| turn home forthwith froin the colony. 
fours, to be added to the force. The Hon. Edward Bouverie, son of Lord Radnor, is 

Major Gen. John Clitherow, formerly of the Scots | to accompany the Earl of Durham to Canada. Cap- 











Fusilier Guards, has been appointed to a command in| tain the Hon. Harvey Gray, of the 52d regiment, son 
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of Earl Gray, Lieutenant the Hon. Frederick Villers, 





packet ship Sully, Capt. Lines, from Havre, whence 
she sailed on the 10th ult. arrived below last evening. 


Havre, which contain London dates of the 7th. 

The intelligence from England is all we find in these 
papers that is of interest here. Accounts had been re- 
Caroline, and had caused great excitement. The press | 
generally speaking is violent, and scout the idea of 
giving satisfaction for the act, alleging that it was fully 
justified by the conduct of the people on the frontier. 
In answer to an inquiry on the subject, put to Minis- 
ters, in the House of Commons, Lord Palinerston, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, after stating that no 
official account had been received of the affair of the | 
Caroline, concluded by saying: ‘* Nothing could be 
more satisfactory than the communications that had 
taken place between her Majesty’s Government and 
that of the United States. He thought the House 
might confidently trust—although there might have 
been on both sides, acts committed not consistent with 
‘the laws, and in violation of the treaties that exist- 
ed—he thought, considering the unanimity that had 
existed between the two countries, that the House 
might trust that nothing had taken place to prevent, 
the friendly relations which existed between this coun- 
try and the United States. (Cheers.)” 

On the 5th February the House of Lords passed the 
Canada bill, Mr. Roebuck having previously address- 
ed, by permission, that body as Agent for the Cana- 
das. Inthe debate Lord Glenelg declared that the 
act would immediately be put into execution in Ca- 
nada, without waiting for the arrival of Lord Durham. 
We perceive from a paragraph in a French paper, 
that Mr. Ellice, M.P., is also to visit Canada, ona 
mission from Government, though the precise nature 
of it is not stated. 

The Parliament and the people seem very unani- 
mous in supporting the measures of Government in 
regard to Canada. Preparations continue to be made | 
for the despatch of troops to the provinces, and as 
soon as the season will permit, a large force of steain- 
ers is to be collected on the lakes, under the command 
of an officer of the navy. Great anxiety was evinced for 
further intelligence from the country, and the steam- 
ers were ordered to board all vessels hence, in the 
chops of the Channel, to take from them the mails. 
The Hastings 74 has been commissioned at Sheerness 
for the purpose of taking out Lord Durham. 

Lonpon, Feb. 3.—The spirit already manifested by 
the American Government, in its correspondence 
with Mr. Fox, convinces us there exists the most 
friendly disposition towards this country. The last 
despatches received from that gentleman are such as 
inspire the fullest confidence in the intentions of the 
American Government. 

Lonpon, Feb. 3.—We are happy to see that though 
the irritating affair of the Caroline had been formally 
made known, by a message from the Government of 
the United States, the debates generally preserved 
their reasonable and pacific tone.—Stundard. 

Lonpon, Feb. 6.—Her Majesty’s ship Hastings has 
been commissioned at Sheerness by Captain Lock, 
for the purpose of taking Lord Durham to Canada.— 

Chronicle. 

PortsmoutnH, Jan. 30.—The Malabar 64, on being 
re-commissioned, is to be fitted to take the Royals 
into Canada. The Hercules 64, when the season is 
more advanced, will go to Cork, to embark troops for 
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PiymouTH, Jan. 29.—The Wasp 18, Commander 


of the Coldstream Guards, son of Lord Jersey, and| Hon. D. Pelham, arrived on Thursday, from Ports- 
Capt. Conroy, are spoken of as having been appoint- | meuth, to receive supernumeraries for Lisbon and the 
ed Aides-de-Camp to the Earl of Durhain.— Observer. | Mediterranean. 


The Russell 74, Capt. Sir W. Dillon, in the Me- 


From the New York Gazette, March 16. diterranean, has received orders to proceed to Cana- 
LATER From ENGLAND AND France.—The | da with troops. 





BRITISH ARMY MOVEMENTS.—The packet ship 


We received by her our usual supply of French pa- | Orpheus sailed from Liverpool on the 2d of January, 
ers, and have also to acknowledge the receipt of files} and has now been out 64 days. Among her passen- 
rom Capt. Lines of the 9th ult., both from Paris and| gers is Lieut. Col. Cathcart, bearer of despatches 


for Sir John Colborne. Col. Cathcart is a son of the 
Earl of that name, and when he called upon Lord 
Hill, by appointment, the general commanding in 


ceived in London of the destruction of the steamboat | chief inquired what time Col. Cathcart would require 


to prepare himself for actual service and proceeding 
to Canada with despatches? After musing a mo- 
ment, he replied, * Half an hour, wy lord; but, if 
necessary, I will be ready in twenty minutes.”— 
/Vew York Com. Ado. 

Mr. Swartwout, the Collector, directed all the 
baggage of the British officers who arrived in the 
packet ship Cambridge to be passed without exami- 
nation. The efficers and the British consul called 
on the collector to express their gratificaiion at so 
unexpected a civility. 

The packet ship St. Andrew had among her pas- 
sengers thirteen officers of the British army, on their 
way to Canada.—L-xpress. 





The Leipsic Gazette, of the 19th January, pub- 
lishes a letter from Alexandria, dated 13th January, 
containing an account of the rigorous measures 
adopted by Ibrahim Pasha, in levy of Syrian recruits 
for his army. Some of his soldiers having surprised, 
during the night, the inhabitants of Saida, carried 
away all the men capable of bearing arms. Some 
of them being found too old, were made to pay an 
exorbitant ransom for their liberation. Among the 
Individuals thus impressed was the servant of the 
American Consul, who, having gone to claim him, 
was shot by the soldiers. The foreign agents, on 
hearing of this event, immediately assembled, and 
demanded that an inquiry be instituted into this oc- 
currence. 








° NAVY- 


ORDERS. 

March 12—P. Mid. J. J. Almy, J. F. Mercer, and T. 
A. Budd, schr. Experiment, on coast survey. 

14—Lt. J. W. West, Rendezvous, Norfolk. 

Mid W. Gwathmey, Navy Yard, do. 
Asst. Surg. J. W. B: Greenhow, W. I. Squadron. 
Lieut. D. G. Farragut, do. 
15—Asst. Sur. W. W. Valk, transferred from the 
Navy Yard at Pensacola to ship Natchez, W. I. station. 

Surgeon S. Sharp, Navy Yard, Pensacola. 

Surgeon W. A. W. Spotswood, transferred from fri- 
gate Constellation to ship Concord, W. I. station; and 
Surgeon M. Coulter detached from the Concord. 

Asst. Surg. J. T. Mason, transferred from Naval Hos- 
pital at Pensacola, to ship St. Louis, and Asst. Surg G. 
W. Evans, from the St. Louis to Naval Hospital at Pen- 
sacola. 

15—Lts. W.S. Young and O. Tod, schr. Experiment, 
coast survey. 

17—Lt. G.G. Williamson and Asst. Surgs. G. Mauls- 
by, W. A. Green, E. H. Conway, and W. Grier, to take 
passagein ship Levant, for duty in W. J. Squadron. 

Mid. A. G. Clary, Naval School, New York. 


MARRIAGES. 


In Charleston, S. C., on the Ist inst , by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, JOSEPH ALLEN SMITH, late of the 
U.S. army, to EMMA, daughter of Danie. Exviott 
HvuGer. : 

In St. Augustine, on the 9th of October, 1837, Cuptai 
JOHN GRAHAM, of the 2d Dragoons, U. S. A., 10 
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the same quarter. 








JANET, daughter of Judge Rein, of Florida. 
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